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INTRODUCTION. 


I preſenting theſe Memoirs to the 

world, I ſhall leave their Apology 
to the candid mind of their humane 
readers.—If I unfold the errors of 
my life to the public eye, —if I 
gratify public curioſity with a recital 
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of my follies and misfortunes, I am 
governed by motives, which, though 
they may not be ſufficiently intereſt - 
ing to juſtify a declaration of them 
to others, poſleſs all the power of 
juſtifying the publication to myſelf. 


There is no crime more common 
among men, nor ſo fatal to the hap- 
pineſs of women, as that of ſeduc- 
tion,—The deprivation of property 
may be ſuſtained, —the wounds of 
calumny may. be healed ;—atone- 
ment may be made for almoſt every 
human error, —but the loſs of female 
virtue includes the loſs of every thing 
which can render female life honour- 


able and happy. 


On this ſubject the reader of theſe 
volumes will be convinced, that I am 


but 
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but too well qualified to write;—-T 
have known the higheſt ſplendor of 
elegant proſtitution ; I have expert- 
enced all the giddy pleaſure that 
mingles with the mercenary gratifi - 
cation of libidinous paſſion: I have. 
been admired, courted; and even 
loved; and I now feel upon what ſlen- 
der, tranſitory objects, the ſhort lived 
proſperity of public women depends: 
and that when the beauty which 
tempted the ſpoiler begins to decay, 


admiration turns to new objects; 


paſſion ſeeks for other ' ſources of 
gratification, and neglect and ſcorn, 
and poverty ſucceed. 


Theſe melancholy truths will find 
a ſtriking illuſtration in the hiſtory 
of my life; and, in offering it to the 
world, I thall not, perhaps, afford it 
323 an 
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an unentertaining, or unprofitable: 
fource of inſtruction.— On reading 
it, unreflecting man, in the full chace 
of female virtue, may, perhaps, feel 
the moment of reflection, and ſtop 
his ruinous career; and the unexperi- 
enced beauty, about to yeild to the 
arts that beſet her, may ſee her 
danger,—and ſave herſelf from diſ- 
honour. + 


At all events, public curiofity has 
of late manifeſted a very conſiderable 
gratification in Memoirs ſimilar to 
thoſe which I have now publiſhed; 
and, without entering upon an in- 
vidious compariſon, or endeavouring 
to raiſe this work on the demerits of 
others, I ſhall detain the reader from 
the narration, merely to make a ſo- 
lemn and unequivocal declaration. 

that 
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that the contents of theſe volumes 
are abſolutely true, that there is not 
a ſingle anecdote or circumſtance re- 
lated in them which receives the 
leaſt aid from the arts of fiction, of 
the dreams of imagination. Under 
the influence of the moſt rigid truth, 
my memory has dictated what my 
pen has written; and I ſubmit my- 
ſelf ſuch as I have been, —and my 
work ſuch as it is, to the benevolent 
attention of the public, 


CHAP, 
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Commencement of the 2 i/tory of my Life Train 
of Circumſtances that led to my Ruin—and 
the Arts practiſed to ſeduce me, illuſtrated. 


Was the daughter of Mr. Holland, 

an eminent ſhip- builder near Lime- 
houſe, in the county of Middleſex, who 
from a variety of misfortunes, to 
which men concerned in buſineſs are 
ever liable, had been obliged to quit 
the building of ſhips, in order to take 
the command of one in the ſervice of 
Meſſrs. Trecothick, and Co. American 
merchants, at the period when this 
hiſtory of my life dates its commence-, 


Ar 


* The reaſon for my taking the name of Sheldon, 
will appear in the courſe of the Work. 
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At this time, I was about fifteen 
years of age, and, as I may be now 
ſuppoſed to ſpeak of the beauty 
which undid me, without vanity, [I 
ſhall add, that I was very much ad- 
mired in the neighbourhood of the 
place where my father lived. —Several 
young men of worth and character 
paid their court to me, and ſome at- 
tempts had already been made to 
take me off, —but I was narrowly 
watched by my parents, and my own 
inclinations, at that time, not urging 
me particularly to the purſuit of 


gaiety and pleaſure, thefe attempts 
were fruitleſs, 


My parents, however, perceived 
the danger of my fituation, and, in 
order to rid me of all my admirers at 
once, as well as to ſeparate me from 
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the inconveniences which might re- 
ſult from their purſuit of me, deter- 
mined to ſend me on a viſit of a few 
months to a relation, at the weſt end 

of the town, where 1 might alfa | 
poſſeſs the advantage of improving 
myſelf, by ſharing the education, &c. 
of my younger couſins. 


When this plan was firſt propoſed 
to me, I was rather unwilling to 
adopt it, as one of my admirers had, 
at that time, made ſome impreſſion 
upon my heart. His father was a 
captain of a Weſt-Indiaman, and the 
young man had been promiſed a ſhip 
in the ſame trade: but whenever I 
mentioned his name, in my mother's 
preſence, I was certain of a few days 
confinement within the houſe; in» 
deed ſhe was ſo conſtantly urging 
me 
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me to pay the propoſed viſit to my 
uncle, and ſo continually threaten- 
ing me with my father's diſpleaſure 
if I finally refufed to go, that I at 
length yeilded to the propoſal. 

my cloaths were, therefore, packed 
up as if I was never more to return, 
and my mother and my brother at- 
tended me in a coach to the place of - 
my deſtination. 


I was received with great kindnefs 
by my uncle and aunt, and, with 
the moſt endearing marks of affection 
by my young coufins, who were 
happy to find in their relation a com- 
pamon of their own age.—After 1 
had paſſed a few days in my new 
ſituation, freed from the continuab 
remonitrances of my mother, and 
no longer under the fame reſtraint L 

B 5 | ſuffered 


10 «MEMOIRS OP 


ſuffered at home, I found myſelf 
wrapped: up in meaſureleſs content. 
I thought but little, though I can- 
not ſay, but I ſometimes did think 
of my favourite admirer; indeed, the 
employments which engaged me at 
home, and the pleaſant walks which 
we were permitted to take in the 
environs of the town, in a great 
meaſure, engrofled my thoughts and 
weaned my affections from their 
former object. But I ſtill lived in 
the regards of many of my ſwains, 
and no. ſmall trouble did many of 
them undergo on my departure.— 
But my brother was faithful to his 
truſt; and, notwithſtanding the daily 
importunities he received, he rigidly 
obeyed the commands of his mother, 
and never divulged the place of my 
abode to any human being. 
r The 
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The liberty which my couſins and 
myſelf enjoyed of walking out for 
our amuſement I thought an invalu- 
able privilege, and was uſed to look 
back with impreſſions, little ſhort of 
horror, on the reſtraints. of maternal 


care. Yet by the latter I might have 


been preſerved in virtue; and to the 
former, I owe all the gay, guilty 
variety of vice, which has by de- 
grees, conducted me to the ſtate of 
negleC and poverty in which I now 
{ſtruggle with life. 


As I was one day walking with 
one of my couſins in the park, we 
were accoſted by an elderly lady, ex- 
tremely well drefted,, who: talked: 
much of the fineneſs of the weather, 
and the pleaſantneſs of the park; 
but, at the ſame time, expreſſed her 
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aſtoniſhment that we never extended 
our walks as far as Brompton, which 
ſhe repreſented as the moſt agreeable 
ſpot in the vicinity of London.—She 
then told us that ſhe had a charming 
houſe there, with a garden full of 
fruits and flowers, and made every 
offer of civility and pleaſure if we 
would go and fee her. In fhort ſhe 
{aid ſa many obliging things, and 
in ſuch an obliging manner, that we 
were almoſt prevailed on to promiſe 
a compliance with her deſires. How- 
ever, fortunately for my couſin, at 
leaſt, we thought it prudent to re- 
turn home, as the lady was a ſtranger 
to us, and, in our little domeſtic oc- 
cupations, forgot, for that day at 
leaſt, all the fine things which our 
new acquaintance had ſaid to us. 
On the morrow, however, her fine: 

promiſes 
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promiſes came forcibly upon our re- 
collection, and the hopes of ſeeing 
her elegant houſe, and enjoying the 
dainties of her garden, &c. induced 


us to take a walk in the park, with 
the hopes of meeting the lady again, 


being determined, if we ſhould be 


ſo fortunate as to ſee her, and ſhe 


ſhould repeat her invitation, to ace 
company her to Brompton. But this 
errand failed of ſucceſs, and we re- 
turned home from the park diſap- 
pointed at not having attained the 
object which had induced us to take 
our walk thither. However, in the 
courſe of a few days, happening to 
be out for the purpoſe of purchafing 
| ſome millinery trifles, I, by chance, 
met the lady once more, who after 
addreſſing me in terms of the utmoſt 
civility, intreated me in a very earneſt 

manner 
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manner to come and ſtay a few days 
with her ; at the fame time, tempt- 
ing me with repeated offers of amuſe- 
ment and pleaſure. She wifhed me, 
the ſaid, to come alone; that ſhe 
would meet me at any place I ſhould 
appoint, and would take me home 
in her own carriage. 


Such invitations, and made in ſuch: 
a flattering manner, had their full 
effect upon my innocent mind. 
nevertheleſs I had the prudence to 
tell her that I was-on a viſit to rela- 
tions whom it was abſolutely neceſ- 
fary I thould conſult in the buſineſs, 


as it was wholly improper in me to 


viſit any perſon whatever without 
obtaining their approbation. But 
this good lady knew the world too 
well, and had been too long experi- 

enced 
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enced in the arts of ſeduction, not to 
be able to get the better of any mo- 
mentary ſuggeſtions of my feeble 
reaſon; ſhe therefore opened all her 
artillery of fine ſpeeches and fine pro- 
miles, till I conſented at laſt to pay 
her the propoſed viſit. She had al- 
ready repeated to me what an elegant 
houſe ſhe had at Bromp!on, and that 
the would take me there in her own 
coach; nor did ſhe fail to inſinuate, 
at different times, that it was a pity 
ſuch a charming perſon as I was, had 
not. a carriage of my own. 'Thus 
flattered, I agreed to go with: her the 
next day . but feeling at the ſame 
time, the awkwardneſs of my ſitu- 
ation, in reſpe& to my uncle and 
aunt, I applied to the lady to know 
what excuſe I could make to them 
for quitting ſuch good friends, to 

h Wi 4 
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pay a viſit to a perſon who was an 
entire ſtranger to me. As for that, 
my dear child, replied the, leave it 
to me, and depend upon it, you ſhall 
get into no ſcrape from any quarter. 
She then told me to inform my re- 
lations, that, while I was out, I had 
met a perſon who was coming to tell 
me that my mother was taken ſud- 
denly ill, and that, as my father was 
in the country, ſhe deſired I would 
come and be with her till ſhe was 
recovered; that a lady of her ac- 
quaintance would call for me and 
take me home in her carriage, and 
that it would not be neceſſary for me 
to carry any of my cloaths along with 
me. Having made this arrangement 
and appointed the hour when ſhe was 
to. call upon me, we took leave of 
each. other. I foon executed my lit- 

tle 
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tle buſineſs, and on my return home, 
related the ſtory, in which I had been 
ſo well inſtructed, to my uncle and 
aunt, who, neither of them ſuſpect- 
ed the leaſt deception, but expreſſed 
their hearty concern, not only at my 
mother's illneſs, but alſo at my de- 
parture, as they now conſidered and 
loved me as one of their own 
children, 


My couſins were more inquiſitive 
about my return home, though they 
were not of an age, and, happily for 
them, did not poſſeſs an experience 
which might lead them to ſuſpect 
that deceit in others, which they 
knew not how to practiſe themſelves, 
Their natural inquifitive ſpirit, there- 
fore, was eaſily baffled, and their un- 
ſu ABT curioſity quickly diſſipated. 

They 


— 
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They little thought where I was go- 
ing, and lamented the temporary loſs 
of a companion who had rendered 
herſelf agreeable to them. ] he next 
day the pretended acquaintance of 
my mother arrived in an elegant car- 
riage, when my indulgent relations 
took an affectionate leave of one, who 
little deſerved the regard they ſo 
kindly manifeſted for her. I entered 
the carriage with a mingled ſenſation 
of pleaſure and pain; the lady re- 
ceived me with marks of uncommon 
ſatisfaction, and in a very ſhort time 
we arrived at t Brompton. 


My ata had very naturally 
amuſed itſelf with the expectation of 
the fine things I was to ſee, and the 
pleafures I was to enjoy, though | 
had no decided idea either of the one 
or 
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or other The handſome houſe at 
whoſe door the carriage ſtopped, and 
which I found was the place that 
had been ſo greatly vaunted to me, 
flattered my fooliſh wiſhes ; nor was 
my vanity diminiſhed when I was 
uſhered into a large, well furniſhed 
room, and preſented to a lady dreſſed 
in all the elegance of faſhion, and 
whom my conductreſs in troduced me 
to under the name of Mrs. Horſham. 


The perſon that had accompanied 
me, and whoſe name was Hilſon, 
was, I ſoon: found, a kind of com- 
panion to Mrs. Horſham, who was the 
miſtreſs of the houſe, and who re- 
ceived me with the moſt flattering 
marks of regard and approbation.— 
She preſented me very ſoon after my 
arrival to her two daughters wha 

a were 
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were about my own age; and poſ- 
ſeſſing ſuch ſociety—being entertain- 
ed with every amuſement that could 
be procured me, and gratified with 
every indulgence my fancy could de- 
fire, —I paſſed ſeveral days in my 
new abode in uninterrupted pleaſure, 
too innocent as yet to ſuſpect the 
danger that awaited me, and the arts 
which were employing to undo me 
for ever. 


One morning as the Miſs Hor/hams 
and myſelf were amuſing ourſelves in 
the parlour, a luſty gentleman rode 
up to the door, and knocked at it 
with the end of his whip, when one 
of the young ladies bid her ſiſter call 
up the ſervant, for that their father 
was at the door, -When on aſking 
particularly if that was really the 

caſe, 


ANN SHELDON, 21 


caſe, ſhe aſſured me that the gentle- 
man I ſaw was her father, and added 
alſo, that he was the Marquis of 
Granby.— This information added an- 
other article to my vanity, as I now 
conſidered myſelf to be in the houſe, 
and of courſe the gueſt of a noble- 
man's family. 


When his Lordſhip had alighted 
from his horſe, he entered the houſe 
and was conducted into another room, 
where Mrs. Horſham waited to receive 
him. I, alas! little thought what 
was the occaſion of his viſit, and 
that when I was ſoon after ſent to be 
preſented to him, it was for the pur- 
poſe of ſeeing whether I was an ob- 
je& worthy of being ſacrificed to his 
libidinous paſſions.—On my entering 
the room, Mrs. Hirſham introduced 

me 
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me to his Lordſhip, with great cere- 
mony, as a young lady whe was 
with her on a vaſit, paſſing, at the 
ſame time, the moſt extravagant en- 
comiums on my beauty. The Mar- 
quis, with great politeneſs, came 
forward to meet me, and, taking me 
by the hand, exclaimed, what a 
beautiful girl I was. He then aſked 
if ever I had been at Ranelagb, how 
many plays I had ſeen, &c. &c. which 
being a kind of converſation I was 
not very well acquainted with, I ſoon 
took an opportunity of quitting the 
company, and haſtened down ſtairs 
to Mrs. Wilſon, in order to tell her 
whata had paſſed, and to make my 
enquiries concerning the noble Lord, 
who had been ſo laviſh in his praiſes 
of me. She told me, that he was the 
beſt tempered Creature in the world, 


as 
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as well as the moſt generous of hu- 


man beings ; ſhe then aſked me how 
I ſhould like him for an huſband, 
and on my declaring that J would 
not have him for all the world, ſhe 
replied, that I did not Know what I 
ſaid, for if I had him, he would 
give me a carriage, and a chair, and 
a number of ſervants in fine liveries, 


and that I ſhould become a lady of 


quality; but J continued ſtedfaſt in 
my firſt opinion, and told Mrs. 


IWilſon, that if he would give me 


twenty coaches I would not have 


him, for that there was one I liked 


much better, who, though he had 


not a coach, would ſoon have a ſhip 


of his own, and whom my mother 
had promiſed me I ſhould | marry, 
when I was of a proper age. My 
anſwers did not ſeem to meet with 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. J/ilſon's approbation, who con— 
tinued to ſpeak againſt a ſailor's life, 
the abſence of ſeamen from their 
wives, and their inconſtancy when 
they were abſent from them.—Oh, 
ſaid ſhe, my dear girl, you had bet- 
ter have an huſband who will keep 
you a coach, and be always at home 
with you; beſides, continued ſhe, the 
nobleman above ſtairs is deſperately 
in love with you, and if you: ſhould 
get much older before you conſent 
to marry, you will be an old maid 
and then no one will have you; at all 
events, I replied; that I would ſoon- 
er die an old maid than marry him. 
Mrs. Wilſon, ſtill continued her in- 
ſidious converſation, when the par- 
lour bell rung, and Mrs. Horſham 
_ defired ſome wine and: cake might be 
carried up ſtairs, which office I was 
deſired 
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defired to perform; when the Mar- 
quis repeated his encomiums on my 
beauty, and, after refuſing a glaſs of 
wine, which his lordſhip preſſed me 
to take with great politeneſs, I quit- 
ted the room. A few minutes after, 
Miſs Harriot aſked me to accompany 
her in fetching a decanter of ſpring 
water for her mamma, who drank 1t 
every day at dinner. Accordingly we 
went to a particular ſpring which 
was in a laue at the bottom of the 
garden, and, on our return, we met 
the Marquis on horſeback, who ac- 
coſted us with great civility ; he told 
me I was the ſweeteſt girl in the 
world, and bid me make haſte home 
and take care of myſelf, for that I 
did not know my own value; ſo away 
he rode, and as I had been the ſub- 
ject of his praiſe, he was now the 

VOL. I. C object 


| 
| 


26 MEMOIRS OP 


object of my enquiry; and I aſked 
my companion, why her father did 
not live at home. She replied, that 
he had a much handſomer houſe in 
the neighbourhood, and that though 
ſhe and her ſiſters were his children, 
they were not legitimate, as he had 
never been married to their mother. 


This information, young and un- 
experienced as I was, put ſome 
ſtrange thoughts into my head; but 
our little errand being finiſhed, I 
ſoon loſt them in the purſuit of thoſe 
amuſements, which, with Mrs. Hor- 


 ſham's attentions, and the kindneſs 


ſhe ſhewed me, made my time paſs 
very pleaſantly away.—This day, in 
particular, Mrs. Horſham thought 
proper to ſhew me very uncommon 
civility; and after dinner, while we 
were 
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were eating fruit, which ſhe always 
gave me in great plenty, ſhe. enter- 
ed upon a long diſcourſe, particular- 
ly addrefled to me, whoſe object I 
ſoon after had ſufficient experience to 
perceive, but which at the moment 


it 


was uttered, I thought to have 


proceeded from the pureſt dictates of 
humanity and friendſhip. 


She began 3 telling me, « that 
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the gentleman who had juſt been 


there, had paſſed a thouſand com- 


pliments upon me, and had expreſ- 
ſed a very warm intereſt in my 


welfare and future happineſs; an 


intereſt which could only be 
equalled by that which ſhe her- 
{ſelf felt for me. Indeed, continus 
ed the, you are a beautiful girl, 
and I hope, whenever you marry, 
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it will be to ſomebody who will 


be ſenſible of your worth; but at 
the ſame time, I muſt warn you 
againſt the arts and deceits of men, 
who, whenever they make vows 
and proteſtations are ſure to de- 
ceive. Take care, my dear, ſaid 
ſhe, above all things not to be per- 
ſuaded to receive any letters from 
them, and eſpecially to write an- 
ſwers, for that is a very danger- 
ous buſineſs; and I beg of you, 
not to accept any offers of being 
treated on parties of pleaſure, or 


„to balls, plays and operas, or to 
, Ranelagh and Vauxhall, or any other 


public amuſements ; for at ſuch 
places, many a young perſon is 
ruined, and their characters loſt 
for ever. I am certain, my dear 
girl, if you will be governed by 


& me, 
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me, that you will become a bright 
woman; for you may be aſſured, 
that I will take the ſame care of 
you, that I do of my own 
children, and I doubt not, but 
you will all be well ſettled in the 
world and make a figure in it; 
and whenever you chuſe to go 
home to your friends, 1 myſelf 


will go with you, and deliver you 


ſafe to them.“ 


As I fat filent and attentive, ſhe 


continued her diſcourſe— 
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Places of public amuſement, 
{aid ſhe, are calculated for httle 
elſe than to decoy innocence, and 
to become the deſtruction of 
virtue, unleſs the young people 
who frequent them, are accom- 


93 „ paniĩed 


0 
— — —˙ — ö 


— — — — — 
— 


30 MEMOIRS OP 


« pamied by ſome perſon of mature 
* experience and eſtabliſhed charac- 
% ter. Above all things, my dear, 
„ continued ſhe, be careful of your 
« ſociety, and ſhun the company of 
% pay and giddy women, who may 
„lead your unſuſpicious nature to 
% deſtruction. Believe me, that 
4 however artful the men may be, 
« your own ſex are far more inſidi- 
« ous, and poſſeſs a greater capacity, 
and an equal diſpoſition to undo 
« each other. Your youth and 
beauty may render you a bleſſing 
„ to an honourable man, and by a 
% prudent mode of life, and with 
„ ſuch a connexion, you may make 
% very reſpectable figure in the 
« world. —But, my charming girl, 


it grieves me to tell you, that this 


very went which makes you the 
delight 
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delight of all who look upon you, 
renders you an object for the 
baſeſt paſſions to poſſeſs; it be- 


comes my duty, as you are under 


my roof, to tell you, that there 


are a ſet of women, whoſe whole 
employment 1t 1s to decoy young 
creatures away from their friends 
in order to proſtiture them to the 
men of faſhion, who frequent 


their infamous houſes; and if it 


ſhould be your unhappy lot to be 
enſnared into one of thoſe miſer- 
able receptacles of proſtitution, 
you will be ruined for ever, rob 


your parents of their peace of 


mind, have their characters blaſt- 


ed for neglecting their child, and 


bring on the deſtruction both of 
your body and foul.” | 
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Here my mind, which at that time 
poſſeſſed a tenderneſs that makes 


beauty more amiable, was ſo affected 


with the picture which the old ſorce- 
reſs had fo artfully drawn, that I 
heaved a deep ſigh, and burſt into a 
flood of tears. 


Perceiving the effect her diſcourſe 


had upon my ſpirits, the artful wo- 


man was not at a loſs, to ſooth my 


ſenſibility, and to make it ſubſervi- 


ent to her purpoſe. «© To be ſure,” 
{aid ſhe, „I have given you but a 
% fad picture of the world and its 
«« pleaſures ;—however, from the 
„% manner in which it has affected 
& you, and the evident ſigns of hor- 
& ror which you have expreſſed at 
& the account I have given of them, 
« may venture to truſt you with 

« the 
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the ſecret, that I have greatly 
exaggerated them ;—I may now 
truſt your underſtanding, with te 
ling you, that public amuſements- 
may be innocently enjoyed by 
thoſe who take the proper pre- 
cautions ; that, though what are 


called public places, are ſome» 


times attended with bad conſe» 
quences to young people, yet 
there in reality is, no danger. 
when frequented in proper com- 
pany; but that then, they might 
even produce the means of im- 
provement, and be ſaid to form 
a part of elegant education.— I. 
have children, continued this ex- 
cellent friend, —and, therefore, 
can addreſs you. with the feelings. 
and experience of a mother; and to 
prove that theſe are my real ſenti- 
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„ ments, and that a young perſon, 
* of the good ſenſe, which I am now 
convinced you poſſeſs, can re- 
„ ceive no diſadvantage when pro- 
*« perly attended, at any of the places 
of public reſort, F will, in a 
e few- days, and, perhaps the fol- 
„ lowing evening, take you in my 
coach to the play.” She then bid 
me recover my ſpirits, and go and 
amuſe myſelf with her davghters,, 
who had left the parlour before this: 
important lecture began; charging. 
me, at the ſame time, not to com- 
municate her intentions of taking 
me to the play, as they would be de- 
ſirous of going with her, and they 
would prevent her from making the 
entertainment ſo agreeable and in- 
ſtructive, as if I were alone with 
Yar 


I now 
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I now immediately withdrew to- 
my young companions, and in the 
common diverſions with which we 
amuſed ourſelves, ſoon loſt all re- 
mains of that ſenſibility which the 
long harangue of their mother had 
awakened. in my unſuſpicious boſom... 


In the evening, Mrs. Horſham in- 
formed me, that ſhe had a very par- 
ticular favour to requeſt of me, 
which was to carry a letter for her 
the next day to the Marquis of Granby, 
who then reſided at the Duke of 
Rutland's houſe at Knightſbridge, and 
to deliver it into his own hand; as it 
was a letter of great conſequence, 
which ſhe could not truſt to the care 
of a ſervant, —She ſaid, it related to 
a commiſſion which the Marquis had 
been ſo good as to promiſe to a 
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gentleman, who was to marry her 
daughter Sophia, and that I was to 


bring it back with me. 


I readily and tnnocently conſented 
to oblige her, and the next morning 


very unſuſpectedly, went on this 
_ errand, —When I arrived at the 


Duke's houſe, I ſaw a great number 


of perſons, moſtly officers, who 


were waiting to fee the Marquis; 


and was treated with that degree of 


freedom by them, as ſuch a girl as I 
then was might have expected, if I 
had known a little more of the world 
than I then did. However, after 


hearing myſelf called a damned fine 


girl, twenty times over, and ſome 
other things ſuggeſted, which I did 
not then underſtand, I got admiſſion 
into the houſe; and enquiring if I 

could 
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could fee the Marquis, I was told | 


that he had company with him, but 
that he would be ſoon viſible, and, 


in the mean time, I was defired to 


walk into a room till his Lordſhip 
was diſengaged: perceiving, how- 
ever, that the place to which the 
ſervant was conducting me was very 
dark, I begged leave to remain in the 
hall; when I was ſhewn into a large 
elegant parlour at the back part of 
the houſe. Here. I delivered my letter 
to the ſervant, and did not wait long 
to receive its anſwer, which was, in- 
deed, of a very different nature from 
that which I had been made to be- 


lieve would be delivered to me. 


Whatever buſineſs engaged the 
Marquis, he had not received the 
letter, of which I was the hearer 

five 
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five minutes, before he made his ap- 
pearance. On entering the room, 
he cautiouſſy ſhut the door, and 
then ſeated himſelf by me. - After 
the firſt common ſalutations, he 
queſtioned me concerning Mrs. Hor- 
am, and how long I had been a 
viſitor at her houſe. My anſwers 
conſiſted of the plain truth, and I 
told him my little hiſtory, with all 
the ſimplicity of an uncorrupted 
mind. His Lordſhip: then aſked, if 
J intended to prolong my ſtay at 
Brompton, — and if I had a brother in 
the army, as he would undertake to 
forward his promotion ;—and, on: 
my anſwering in the negative, he 
began to. grow more familiar with 
me,—pulled me on his knee, and at- 
tempted to take liberties which 
alarmed my fears, and awakened me 
into 


into reſiſtance. He then offered me 
a purſe of guineas, which I refuſed 
with contempt, and told him, that 
was not the errand on which Mrs. 
Horſham had ſent me.— His Lordſhip 
could not help ſmiling at my ſimpli- 
city, and renewed his freedoms in 
ſuch a manner, as made me ſcream 
out, and threaten him with crying 
murder if he attempted to proceed. 


Finding me reſolute, and not to: 
be won to his. purpoſe, either by 
force or with bribes, he grew more 


mild, and began to ſooth and com- 


fort me, in terms of great civility 
and kindneſs, tempting me, with 
great offers, to make an aſſignation 
with him; but perceiving that any 
preſent attempts, at leaſt, would be 
iruticls, he begged me not to ſay any 

thing 


40 MEMOIRS Or 


thing of what had happened, — that 
he would make me amends for hav- 
ing ſpoiled my cloaths, (which, to 
ſay the truth, he had almoſt pulled 
off my back)—and that he would go 
and write an anſwer to the letter. 
Accordingly he went up ſtairs, and 
returned in a very ſhort time with a 
letter in his hand, when he found 
me arranging my tattered garments. 
as well as they would admit, and my 
own apprehenſions would ſuffer me. 


On this ſecond viſit, he behaved: 
in the politeſt manner poſſible, paſſed 
the higheſt encomiums on. my beau- 
ty, told me I was a good girl, - and 
putting eight guineas and a letter to 
Mrs. Horſham, into my hand, bid me 
take care of myſelf, and took his 
leave. 


Tt 
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It is not for words to expreſs the joy 
I felt when I had quitted the place, and 
it was not long before I reached Mrs. 
Horſbam's houſe, who, ſeeing me enter 
in a ſtate of the utmoſt trepidation and 
alarm, began to expreſs her friendly 
apprehenſions, leſt ſome one had ill- 
treated me in the road; but I foon ſa- 
tisfied, or rather diſ-ſatisfied her, in 
that point; for I told her, that the 
Marquis had behaved to me with the 
utmoſt rudeneſs and indecency, and 
that nothing ſhould ever prevail on 
me to repeat my viſit to him. „ O, 
„ my dear,” replied the ſmiling, 
you quite miſtake the matter—he 
is the laſt man in the world who 
„ would do an injury to any»one,— 
„ and the liberties he took were 
«© merely to try whether you were as 
« yirtuqus as you appear to be.— 
, 6 Gentle 
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Gentlemen of his rank, ſhe ſaid, 
„ were always diſpoſedsto take no- 
« tice of handſome young girls like 
you, but the Marquis certainly 
had no unfriendly intentions in 
«© the careſſes he offered to beſtow on 
you.“ —She then began her uſual 
ſtrain of flattery, told me ſhe was 
ſure I ſhould ſoon have a coach of my 
own, and concluded this addreſs to 
my riſing vanity, by telling me, that 
ſhe had an opportunity of introduc» 
ing me into the company of gentle- 
men, who would conduct themſelves 
towards me with the ſtricteſt ho- 
nour; and that if I would be govern- 
ed by her, I thould ſoon make my 
fortune: 


cc 


60 


_ Mrs. Horſbam now began to treat 
me, if re with augmented at- 
tention 3 
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tention; and, as I did not underſtand 
what ſhe intended by her continual 
adulation, I received it all as the of- 
ſpring of pure kindneſs; while ſhe 
interpreted my mnocent acquieſence 
to be an aſſent to her propoſitions, — 
and the began already to reckon upon 
the profits, which would be produc- 
ed by the ſale of my poor devoted 
beauty. 


But a circumſtance happened a few 
days after my viſit to Rutland houſe, 
which did not tend to forward the 
progreſs of Mrs. Horſbam's pious de- 
ſigns for my advancement. The 
King's hounds, as I was then told, 
had -purſued their game into Mrs. 
Horſham*s garden, and a great num- 
ber of perſons of diſtinction attend- 
ed on the ſport ;— among theſe were 

the 
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the Duke of York, Mr. Boyle Malſiug- 
ham, Mr. Ralph Sheldon, &c. and as 
they were watting about the door of 
the houſe, I expreſſed my curioſity to 
ſee the Duke of York; when Mr. 
Il aifngham, who I before obſerv- 
ed, to have regarded me with par- 
ticular attention, came forward to 
gratify the with I had mentioned, by 
pointing out his Royal Highneſs to 
me, and then attempted to engage 
me in converſation with him ; bur, 
to ſay the truth, Mr. SHeldon, whom 
I thought the handfomeſt man I had 
ever ſeen, ſo attracted my notice, 
that Mr. Walſingham did not find mo 
in the leaſt diſpoſcd to pay any atten- 
tion to him. — The company how- 
ever, ſoon diſperſed in purſuit of their 
ſport, and I returned into the houſe, 


highly 


a 
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highly delighted with what I had 
ſeen. 


The next day, I intimated my 
purpoſe of returning home to my 
friends, but Mrs. Horſham, who did 
not at all like the idea of loſing me 
{o ſoon, had recourſe to her uſual 
arts, and what with the fine things 
ſhe ſaid, and the promuſcs of the fine 
things ſhe made me, I was eaſily 
perſuaded to prolong my ſtay with 


her, f 


The following day, as Iwas ſitting 
in the parlour with Miſs Harriot, who 
was my favourite companion,—Mrs. 
Wilſen, whom I have already pre- 
ſented to the reader, deſired to ſpeak 
to me; I immediately went to her ; 
when ſhe defired me to take a walk 


with 


— 
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with her into Cromwel/'s gardens, as 
ſhe had ſomething of very great. im- 
portance to communicate to me. [ 
immediately complied with her pro- 
poſal, and the then aſked me, if I re- 
membered the two gentlemen whom 
J had ſeen at the door of our houſe 
the day before; I naturally replied 
in the affirmative, for indeed, I had 
been thinking of one of them ever 
ſince. She ſaid, they were both men 
of faſhion, and that one of them 
had fallen deeply in love with me, 
and that he would have come him- 
ſelf to have communicated his paſ- 
ſion to me, but that ſhe had adviſed 
him to the contrary, as it would 
awaken Mrs. Horſham's jealouſy, 
who being very anxious to marry 
her own daughters, would be ve- 
ry unhappy at ſeeing me preferred 
to 
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to them. On my enquiring concern- 
ing their fortunes, ſhe told me, that 
Lord Granby was their father, and 
allowed their mother five hundred 
pounds a year to ſupport herſelf and 
them. This intelligence rather 
alarmed me, and I could not help 
expreſſing ſome degree of uneaſineſs 
at my ſituation 3 when ſhe ſoothed me 
with the aſſurance, that no harm 
ſhould happen, and that ſhe would 
enter more particularly into the ſub- 
ject at a future opportunity,—and 
recalled my attention to the particular 
buſineſs which ſhe had to unfold to 


me, 


She then informed me, that the 
gentleman, who was ſo much en- 


amoured of me, would come that 


afternoon to the lane, at the bottom 
of 
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of the garden, and that if I would 
go and {peak to him there, ſhe would 
do herſelf the pleaſure to accompany 
me. I conſented to her propoſal, and 
went with her to the lane at the 
time appointed, where we found the 
gentleman walking, and his carriage 
waiting at ſome little diſtance, 


I am ready to acknowledge that I 
was very much diſappointed, in not 
finding him to be the handſomer of 
the two gentlemen who had talked 
to me on the previous day. I wiſhed 
to have ſeen Mr. Sheldon, and would 
have been molt ſincerely glad to have 
retired, when I found it to be Capt. 
Walfngham.—Hovw ever, he let looſe 
a whole broadſide of compliments, 
not doubting, I ſupppoſe, that he 
| ſhould make a prize of me at once, 
and 
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and without any reſiſtance on my 
part, —He ſaid, he was that day 


engaged to dine with the Earl of 
Shelburne; but that he preferred 


walking with me in that lane, to the 
beſt dinner, or the firſt company in 
the world. 


He told me, that he was a captain 
in the navy and had a very good for- 


tune, but that when his brother the 


Earl of Shannon died, he ſhould have 
a much greater, and that all which 
he poſſeſſed at preſent, as well as 
what he might have in future, ſhould 
be at my command, if my heart was 
diſengaged, and I would beſtow it on 
him.—My reply was, that I did not 
think. myſelf in a fituation to be al- 
lied to a perſon of his rank. He then 
laid, he was going to pay a viſit to 
VOL, I, D the 
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the Duke of Bolton, and that if I 
would take an airing with him as far, 
His carriage ſhould bring me back, — 
To this propoſal, I gave a determin- 
ed negative, and propoſed taking my 
leave, which he poſitively declared I 
ſhould not do, till J had promiſed to 
meet him the next day, in the ſame 
place, —and that he would be there, 
previous to his going down to the 


Houſe of Commons. 


In order to get rid of him, I made 
the promiſe he requeſted, and walk- 
ed gently on towards Mrs. Hor/ham's 
houſe, ruminating on the gentleman 
whom J had ſeen, and thinking very 
little indeed on him who had juſt 
left me; but Mrs. Wilſon ſoon 
brought him to my recollection, by 

| her 
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her amiable counſels and ſage admo- 
nitions.“ 
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« Ah my dear,” ſaid ſhe, “ if 
you can but bring yourſelf to like 
this gentleman, what an happy 


woman you will be.—You will 


have a carriage to take your air- 
ings; a Chair to convey you to 
public places; ſervants to go be- 
fore, and ſervants to ſtand behind 
you; waiting women to dreſs and 
attend upon you ; the moſt beauti- 
ful filks, the fineſt diamonds, a 
box at the Opera, and the com- 
pany of the firſt people in the 
kingdom.—Then when you are 
tired of the pleaſures of your own 
country, you will go abroad,— 
viſit foreign courts, and enjoy all 
the happineſs that money can pure 
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<* chaſe, and univerſal admiration 
« afford you.—Oh, my dear,” con- 
tinued ſhe, * were I in your place, 


4 ] ſhould think myſelf the mpg. 
„woman upon earth.“ 


All this fine perſuaſion, however, 
Had very little effect upon me, for, at 
'that time, ſo little did Mr. Walfng- 
Sam's figure or manners ſtrike me, and 
ſo much was I prepoſſeſſed in favour 
of Mr. Sheldon, that I would not then 
have had the former, to have been 
Queen of England. But a new ſcene 
now opened itſelf to me, which pre- 
vented my keeping the engagement 
I had made for the next day; and 
unfolded to me ſome circumſtances 
of my ſituation, of which I had not 
conceived the moſt diſtant ſuſpicion. 


On 
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On dur return home, we found all 
the family in joy and confuſion.—A 
Mr. Hudſon, a lieutenant in the army, 
had juſt been introduced to Mrs. 
Horſham, in order to obtain permiſ- 
ſion to pay his addreſſes to Miſs 
Sophia, her ſecond daughter. Mrs. 
Horſham appeared quite in raptures 
on the occaſion, and it was immedi- 
ately arranged, that the marriage 
ſhould. take place in a few days.— 
Lord Granby was then to make Mr. 
Hudſon a captain and a cuckold, and 
then the buſineſs would be complet- 
ed; but the latter part of the affair, 


was reſolutely oppoſed by the young 


lady's virtue and ſpirit, to the great 
diſappointment of the Marquis, and. 
his diabolic agent. 
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Mr. Hudſon, was a tall handſome 
man, of about twenty two years of 
age, and a complete Hibernian. —He 
had not a guinea in the world, but 
the pay of his commiſſion, and being 
indebted to Mrs. Duncan, a little 
dirty Scotch woman, who kept a 
lodging houſe, ſhe contrived to pre- 
ſent him to Mrs. Horſham, in hopes, 
if the match took place, that the 
captain would be enablcd to diſcharge 
her pecuniary claim upon him. 
Sophia, was about ſeventeen, not 
very handſome, but of that kind of 
amiable diſpoſition which diſpoſes 
young women to fall in love, the in- 
ſtant any man makes love to them. 


The family, and I among the reſt, 
were ſo taken up with this buſineſs, 


that I thought no more of captain 
 Halfingham 
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Walfngham or my engagements with 

him, nor could Mrs. Wilſon, though 
the received continual meſſages from 
him, find an opportunity of com- 
municating them to me. Mr. Hudſon 
continued his viſits, and the marriage 
was the object which occupied all 
our thoughts. It was indeed my pur- 
poſe to have returned home at this 
time, but as there had been a very 
ſtrict friendſhip between Miſs Sophia 
and me, and I was now in ſuch an 
intereſting ſituation, as to be the con- 
fidant of her courtſhip, very little 
perſuaſion was neceſſary to induce 
me to prolong my ſtay, till after the 
intended marriage, which was to be 
celebrated as foon as Mrs. Horſham 
had acquainted the Marquis with 
the offer, that Mr. Hudſon had made 
Sophia of his hand. 
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The wedding cloaths were now 
ordered, and the day appointed ; and, 
under the pretcnce of Mrs. Hor/ſham's 
indiſpotition, we were defired to go 
to bed at an early hour. However, 
about eleven o'clock, the Marquis of 
Granby was privately admitted into 
the houſe, with a deſign, as he had 
been diſappointed in obtaining me, 
of poſſeſſing the virgin charms of 
Miſs Sophia, and of making poor 
Hudſon a cuckold before he was 
married, For this purpoſe Sophia 
remained with Mrs. Horſham, and 
the amorous lord did not long delay 
to take thoſe liberties with the young 
lady which very evidently announc- 
ed his deſign upon her virtue. But 
ſhe poſſeſſed a mind ſuperior to ſuch 
fubmiſſions; and, after ſtruggling 
for ſome time, againſt the force 


which 
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which was employed, even in her 
pretended mother”s preſence, to rob 
her of woman's beſt and richeſt por- 
tion, ſhe declared, that if his Lord- 


ſhip perſiſted in his attempt, ſhe 


would alarm the neighbourhood with 
her cries; this menace had its effect, 
and the was ſuffered to retire to her 
chamber, when ſhe locked . herſelf 
in, and declared if any attempt was 
made to force the door, that ſhe” 
would throw herſelf out at the win- 
dow.—But the Marquis was not to 
be diſappointed. of a Virgin, and 
Miſs Polly, who was of a very dif- 


ferent temper from her pretended 


filter, did not hefitate to obey Mrs. 


Horſbam's virtuous ſuggeſtions, and 


yeilded herſelf up to be the victim of 


her pretended father's libidinous de- 


ſires. The day following, every 
11 D 5 thing 
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thing was calm and quiet, except 
that the houſe was filled with 
Mercers, Milliners, and Mantua- 
makers, to adorn the perſon of poor 
Polly, who had now loſt all that can 
give real conſequence to female 
youth. 


In the evening, Mr. Hudſon arriv- 
ed to viſit his intended bride, when, 
to his utter aſtoniſhment, he was 
treated with great rudeneſs, ordered 
to quit the houſe, and think no more 
of Sophia as a wife; who, poor girl, 
was ordered to remain in her cham- 
ber, as the more immediate punith- 
ment inflicted on her virtue. HowW- 
ever, after I had been ſome time in 
bed, Sophia contrived to flip into my 
apartment in order, as ſhe faid, to 
communicate ſomething of the laſt 

1 
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importance to me. She then told 
me, that I was inveigled there for no 
other purpoſe than to be ruined ;— 
that Mrs. Horſbam was not their mo- 
ther, and that they were not ſiſters, 
but the children of poor people, 
whom ſhe had obtained for the pur- 
poſe of being debauched by their 
{uppoſed father the Marquis of Granby. 
She then mentioned her deſign of 
running away from the houſe, as 
there had been many young people 
there in her ſituation, and that it 
was not knoww what was become of 
them. She alſo. informed me of 
Lord Granby's attempt upon her vir- 
tue, and the reſiſtance which ſhe 
made, and aſſured me, that Mr. 
Hudſon was forbidden the houſe for 
no other reaſon, but becauſe ſhe 
would. not ſubmit to the noble 

6 letcher's- 
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letcher's defires, and make her mar- 
riage a cloak for the conſequences of 
them.—She now repeated her deſign 
of quitting the houſe that night, and 
urged me in the moſt friendly man- 
ner to accompany her flight, if I was 
diſpoſed to avoid that ruin which 
hung over me, and which, by ſome 
means or other, the infamous wo- 
men, with whom we lived, would 
contrive to accompliſh. 


_ CHAP; 
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My firſt Eſcape from Mrs. Horſham's, with 
Sophia; the Difficulties that attended it; are 
purſued, and diſcovered at Greenwich, and 
taken back to Brompton; Sophia married to 
Lieut. Hudſon; Mrs. Wilſan endeavours ta 
prevail upon me to receive the Addreſſes of 
Captain MWalſingbam; many other Circum- 
ſtances relative thereto. 


I Did not heſitate to comply with the 

wiſhes of my friend, and we im- 
mediately ſet about plotting how we 
might put our fcheme of eſcape in 
execution, —After, in a great mea=: 
ſure undreſſing ourſelves, as if we 
were going to bed, we packed up. 
our cloaths, and determined to get 
down from the window by the alliſt=. 
l ance 


Ons 
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ance of the Sheets, in caſe the Cook, 
to whom we propoſed to make the 
moſt urgent application to open the 
door for us, ſhould be deaf to our 
entreaties. Hannah, however, who 
was entruſted by her miſtreſs with the 
key of the houſe, after ſome heſita- 
tion on her part, was ſo affected at 
the repreſentation we made of our 
unhappy predicament, that ſhe de- 
termined, as ſhe exprefled herſelf, at 


the riſque of loſing twenty places, 


to aſſiſt our eſcape from the miſer- 
able ſituation we were in, and the 
danger that awaited us.—It was ac- 
cordingly agreed, that we ſhould. 
firſt faſten the ſheet to the window, 
to free her from the ſuſpicion of 
having aſſiſted our flight, that we: 
ſhould then throw our bundles into 
the garden, from whence ſhe could 

convey 
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convey them over the wall into the 
lane where we were to haften in 
order to receive them. This arrange 
ment being made, we left the houſe, 
though it was in a cold inclement 
ſeaſon of the year, without ſhoes, 
ſtays, or cloak, for fear of being 
heard, and haſtened to the lane, 
where we were no ſooner arrived, 
than Hannah, faithful to her pro- 
mite, threw the bundles. over the 
wall, and we retreated into an ad- 
joining field in order to fit ourſelves 
for continuing our flight. 


We had flattered ourſelves, that 
at Knightſbridge we ſhould find a 
coach; but, it being juſt break of 
day, there was not one upon the 
ſtand; ſo we continued our walk 
with all the expedition of which we 

| were 
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were capable, till we arrived at 
Hungerford: ſtairs, when we took a 
boat and ordered the waterman to 
row us to Greenwich. On our arrival 
there, we were recommended to a 
very decent little public houſe, where 
we took our breakfaſt in great com- 
fort, and were treated with ſo much 
civility by the good woman who 
kept it, that we determined to make 
her our confidante, and deſire her 
aſſiſtance, in recommending us to 
ſome proper lodging, where we 
might remain till I could inform 
my friends of my peculiar fituation. 
We, therefore, told her our ſtory 
without reſerve, and ſhe was ſo 
obliging, as to recommend us to a 
ſmall lodging in the neighbourhood, 
whither we immediately went, to 
procure that reſt we ſo much wanted, 
E150... and 
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and to wait the iſſue of our enter— 
prize. 


No ſooner had Mrs. Horſbam made 
the diſcovery of our eſcape, than ſhe 
began to vent her ſuſpicion and her 
reproaches on every perſon in the 
houſe. But finding that abuſe and 
paſſion did not forward her wiſhes to 
recover the birds that had eſcaped 
from her cage, ſhe ſent for Captain 
Hudſon, and on his arrival, accuſed 
him in the moſt direct and indecent 
manner, of having purloined her 
daughter from her. — The declara- 
tions he made of his innocence had 
no effect, and her conduct was ſo. 
outrageous, that the whole neigh- 
bourhood was raiſed; he was taken 
into cuſtody by a Peace Officer, and 


ſuch accuſations did Mrs. Horſham. 
make 
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make againſt him, that if it had not 
been for ſome ſenſible reflecting peo- 
ple who were preſent, the mob, who 
were aſſembled before the door of 
the houſe, would certainly have 
treated him with a great deal. of 
manual ſeverity. 


Mr. Hudſon, however extraordi- 
nary it might be, remained in cuſtody 
in Mrs. Horſham's houſe, that day 
and the following night; but on the 
ſucceding morning, a letter from Miſs 
Sophia was brought to him from his 
lodgings where it was. addreſſed,, in- 
forming him of all the circumftances 
of our flight, and the place of our 
concealment. This letter Mrs. Hor- 
ſham {ſnatched from the hands of the 
meſſenger, and without ceremony 
broke it open and read it.— That ſhe 

5 Was 
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was pleaſed at the diſcovery it afford- 
ed her, there can be no doubt,—at 
the ſame time, ſhe foreſaw all the 
inconvenience Which might ariſe 
from her very unjuſt and illegal 
treatment of Mr. Hudſon.—— Every 
apology, therefore, which her art 
could ſuggeſt, was made to him on 
the occaſion, accompanied with the 
moſt ſolemn promiſes of making him 
ample. amends for her illiberal ſuſ- 
picions, and the diſgrace as well as 
1nconvenience he had ſuſtained, in 
conſequence of them, and at length 
entreated him, in the moſt humble. 
manner, to accompany her in ſearch 
of the fair runaways. Mr. Hudſon 
conſented to her propoſal, and they 
immediately ſet off for Greenwich. 


On 


68 MEMOIRS OP 


On their arrival at that place, an 
alarm being given that Miſs Sophia“ 
mother was come in ſearch of us,— 
we eſcaped by the back door, clam- 
bered over the garden wall, and paſ- 
ſing through another houſe, flattered: 
ourſelves that we ſhould elude the 
deſigns of our purſuers: but: Mrs, 
Horſham, by declaring that. one of us 
was her daughter, and the other an 
heireſs of great fortune, who was: 
under her care, induced feveral peo- 
ple to go in ſearch of us, by whom 
we were ſoon overtaken and brought 
back to our lodgings. - 


Mrs. Horſham received us with 
great civility, expreſſing her alarms 
and anxiety for our ſafety, and her 
affectionate deſire that we would im- 
mediately return with her. To this 


P 10 
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propoſal we gave a poſitive denial, 
unleſs ſhe would conſent that Mr. 
Hudſon ſhould be immediately mar- 
ried to Miſs Sophia, according to their 
original engagement with each other. 
To this condition Mrs. Horſham, whoſe 
apprehenſions of being expoſed, evi- 
dently betrayed themſelves, readily 
conſented, in the preſence of ſeveral 
people, whom the uproar which had 
been made, had brought into the 
room. Theſe pteliminaries being 
arranged, we all returned together to 
Brompton, and it being near three 
o'clock in the morning when we 
arrived there, nothing remained for 
us but to retire to our beds. 


The next morning, if it may be 
ſo called, we all breakfaſted together, 
aud Mrs. Hor/ham's politeneſs to every 

9 one 


70 MEMOIRS OF: 


one of the company was without 
bounds. The good lady, however, 
being rather dubious as to Mr, 
Hudſon's intentions with reſpe& to 
her late conduct towards him, de- 
termined to put an end, -at once, to 
any apprehenſions from that 1 irregu- 
lar piece of buſineſs: ſhe, therefore, 
ordered her carriage, as ſoon as 
breakfaſt was over, in order to pay 
a viſit on the ſubje& to the Marquis 
of Granby. During her abſence, Mrs. 
Wilſen renewed her flatteries and her 
ſolicitations to me,—Captain Wal- 
 finghan' s miſery and diſappointment 
at not having ſeen me, was deſcrib- 
ed in the moſt affecting manner, his 
paſſion was repreſented to be extreme, 
and the promiſes of the great things 
he would do for me, were repeated 


wird all the energy ſhe was capable 
of 
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of exerting on the occaſion, But 
neither the noble captain's ſplendid 
invitations, nor the perſuaſive elo- 


: qence of his indefatigable emiſſary, 
x had any effect upon me. I turned a 
0 deaf ear to them all, for my mind 
L was at this time bent, upon return- 
ing home and obtaining my mother's 
5 conſent to paſs a few months with 
7 Sophia, as ſoon as ſhe was ſettled and 
1 could conveniently receive me. This 
was the favourite proſpect which now 
1 played upon my fancy, to the ex- 
x cluſion of every other. Capt. al- 
t fingham did not occur to me but 


with ſentiments of diſguſt, and even 
Mr. Sheldon was not remembered with 
any pecular ſatisfaction. 


Mrs. Horſham's viſit to Lord Granby 
was not of any long duration; and 
the 
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the next day it was obſerved that 
Mr. Hudſon had plenty of money 
about him, and appeared in uncom- 
mon ſpirits, and quite glowing with 
ſatisfaction. The courtſhip between 
that gentleman and Miſs Sophia, was 
now renewed, and preparations were 
made for the marriage, and, in the 
courſe of a few days, the nuptials 
were celebrated at Kenſington Church, 
Several friends on both ſides, were 
invited on the occaſion ; a very ele- 
gant entertainment was provided, 
and the day was paſſed in all the 
mirth and good humour of enn 


5 


It was 3 when the young 
couple retired to complete their hap- 
pineſs; but in leſs than an hour after 


wy had been in bed, Mr. Hudſon, to 
the 
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the aſtoniſhment of the whole houſe, 
was heard to call aloud; for Mrs. Horn- 
ſham, from the top of the ſtair-caſe, in 
terms of the moſt opprobrious lan- 
guage; declaring, amongother things, 
that ſhe ought to be burned alive, for 
the curſed deceit ſhe had practiſed to- 
wards: him—as inſtead of giving him 
a virtuous woman for his wife, ſhe 
had been the cauſe of his having 
married an wh - e. This ſtrange and 
unexpected diſturbance, aroſe from 
the imprudence of the bride, who 
had already began to tell her huſband 
the hiſtory of Lord Granby's attempt 
upon her virtue, and before ſhe came 
to the concluſion of the ſtory, his 
jealous temper ſuppoſing the worſt, 
had impelled him to the a&t of paſſion 
and reſentment which has juſt; been 
cdeſeribed; but Mrs. Horſham and the 
= VOL. 1, E bride 
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pbride foon convinced him that all 
Was right, and the houſe was re- 
ſtored to its natural tranquillity. 


But in order to keep Mr. Hudſon 
quiet, and to ſhut his lips on the 
"miſerable buſineſs, Mrs. Horſham, 
the day following waited on Lord 
Granby, for a commiſhon of full 
Captain for him, which the com- 
mander in chief immediately promiſ- 
ed, and, in leſs than a week, the 
commiſſion was ſent to Mr. Hudſon i 
at Mrs. Horſbam's houſe, accompani- i 
ed with an order for five hundred 
pounds. | 


Mrs. Horſham entertained no com- 
mon apprehenſions of me, and would 
ſcarce ſuffer me to go out of her 
fight. I began, however, to be very 

8 anxious 


I- 


ANN SHELDON. 75 


anxious to return home, and ſhould 


moſt certainly have ſatisfied myſelf 


in that particular, if Captain and 
Mrs. Hudſon, had not propoſed tak- 
ing me to my mother, and requeſt- 
ing her conſent to let me ſtay two or 
three months longer in my preſent 
ſituation. My father was, at this 
time, gone to the eſt Indies, and 
my mother gave me her permiſſion 
to ſtay with my new friends as long 
as 1 pleaſed; ſo we returned to 
Brompton, were J paſſed ſeveral weeks 
in great ſatisfaction, being ſometimes 
taken on parties into the country, 
and at other times, enjoying the 
amuſements of the different public 


places in the neighbourhood of Lon» 
don. 


*. 
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Mr. Walfngham, who had been in 
the country, on his return to town, 
ſent me the following letter: 


« My dear Girl, 


I am ſorry that buſineſs has de- 
< tained me ſo long from ſeeing 
«you but 1 have been out of 
< town and ſo buſy in Parliamenteer- 
4 ing, that I could ſcarce have an 


« hour to myſelf. 


hy Before I went out. of town, I 
« ſent ſeveral meſlages concerning 
<« you to the houſe-keeper, but could 
« get no ſatisfactory anſwer nor the 
« fight of you; for, according to 
4 the information I had received, I 


„thought 
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* thought it moſt prudent not to 
« come to the houfe. 


« I hope, my dear girl, that you 
« will give me a meeting tomorrow 
« evening at fix o'clock at the 
« former place, and you will be- 
« ſtow an inexpreſſible happineſs on 
„him who is ever yours, 


66 moſt affectionately, 


R. B. WALSINOGHAM.“ 


I was not yet ſufficiently acquaint- 
ed with the arts of men, to under- 
ſtand the object of this letter; how- 
ever, I returned for anſwer, that I 
would comply with the requeſt of it, 
and accordingly, at the time appoint- 

9 ed, 
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ed, I took Miſs Harriot with me and 
we went together into the lane, where 
I had formerly ſeen captain Mall fing- 
ham, and where the moment we 
entered, I ſaw him waiting to re- 
ceive me. He was accompanied by 
captain George Brudenell, of Wald- 
grave's dragoons, and a ſon of the 
General of that name.—The moment 
they ſaw us, they came forward to 
meet us, and Mr. Walfingham, took 
me by the hand and exclaimed, with 
much apparent agitation, &« My 
« dear girl, how happy am ] to ſee 
„ you once again, and what a world 
of pain have I ſuffered ſince I ſaw 
e you laſt; how many anxious days 
and reſtleſs nights have I paſſed on 
« your account. I would lay all my 
fortune at your feet, and ſacrifice the 
deareſt 
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«« deareſt intereſts of my life to make 
% you happy.—ls there any thing, 
%% My dear girl, that I can do for 
«© you.”"—]I replied, with a degree of 
Innocence which now makes me 
{mile and ſigh at the ſame moment, 
that it was time enough for me to 
think of marriage. He then afked, 
if he ſhould take me an houſe in 
town, where he might come oc- 
caſionally to take a cup of tea with 
me, as he ſhould prefer my company 
to that of any woman upon earth. — 
I anſwered, that I was not by any 
means equal to the management of 
an houſe ; but he aſſured me, that I 
ſhould have no care of that Kind, as 
he would hire proper ſervants to do 
every thing that was neceſſary with- 
out any interference or trouble on 
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my part. In this manner, and on 
this ſubject our converſation continu- 
ed for ſome time, when without any 
adequate idea of his propoſal, I pro- 
miſed him to conſider of it, and took 
my leave. 


CHAP, 
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C H A P. I. 


Mrs. Horſham and Mrs. Wilſon upbraia cach 


other with their Intentions towards me Their 


Converſation overheard, which much alarms © 


me—Urged by Mrs. Wilſon to quit the Houſe 
again, and thereby ſhun the Danger that 
awaited me. — Accept her Invitation 10 a 
Friend's Houſe for that Purpoſe. —FEſeape 
effefied, but again diſcavered i in Charles: ſtreet, 
Soho, and forced back to Brompton. 


WE were no 1 returned to 


the houſe, than I was aſſailed 


by Mrs. Wilſon's curioſity; but T was 
not then in an humour to indulge it, 


and as the hour of ſupper drew nigh, 


E 5 I went 
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I went into the parlour as uſual, 
ſlept this night with Miſs Harriot, if 
it could be called fleeping, for we 
had, a very ſhort time, retired to 
our chamber, when we heard a very 
violent altercation below ſtairs be- 
tween Mrs. Horſham and Mrs. Wilſon 
on my ſubject. Their abule of each 
other was without any reſerve, but 
it chiefly turned upon the deſign 
which each of them had of facrific- 
ing my virtue to their own emolu- 
ment: Mrs. Horſham harangued on 
the infamy of appointing gentlemen 
to give me the meeting in the lane, 
at the bottom of the garden ;—while 
the other retorted with equal acri- 
mony, on the abominable ſcheme of 
ſending me a with a letter to Lord 
Granby, merely to give him an op- 
portunity of debauching me. In 

ä 4 ſhort, 
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ſhort, their reproaches were mutual- 


ly ſevere, and ſerved to make me 
paſs a very miſerable night; I now 
felt all the horror of my ſituation, 
and would have moſt certainly re- 
turned home the next day, had not 
my mother ſuggeſted. to me when I 
laſt ſaw her, a defign of marrying me 
to a perſon who was an object of my 
utter deteſtation. A circumſtance to 
which I owe all the ſucceeding diſ- 
grace and miſery of my life. 


The next day, Mrs. Wilſon deſi red 
to ſpeak to me in private, when ſhe. 
told me, if I remained in. that houſe 
I ſhould be a ruined: woman.;. that 
Mrs. Horſham. kept: me there for no 
other purpoſe but to make an infam- 
ous property of me; and that, as for 
herſelf, ſhe was determined to re- 

oF 
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main no longer beneath a roof where 
ſo much iniquity was practiſed. She 
then entered into a long detail of the 
many poor young creatures whom 
Mrs. Horſham had deluded into her 
ſnares, and configned to deſtruſtion; 
and concluded the horrid tale, with 
offering me an aſylum in the houſe 
of a friend, where ſhe was going 
herſelf, and under whoſe hoſpitable 
care I ſhould remain in comfort and 
ſecurity. 


In that ſtate of alarm which her 
art had raiſed in my breaſt, I was 
glad to accept of any propoſal to get 
away from my preſent fituation, and 
feadily embraced the offer ſhe made 
me. Mrs. Wilfen then propoſed to 
pack up all my cloaths in her trunk, 
except my hat and cloak, which ſhe 

would 
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would carry in her hand as a bundle, 
and wait for me at the chandler's 
ſhop in the neighbourhood, where 1 


was to join her in about an hour 
after her departure. 


We had but juſt arranged this 
buſineſs, when I was ſummoned to 
the parlour and introduced in great 
form to a Doctor Chiddich., The 
Doctor paſted many high - flown com- 
pliments on my beauty, to which I 
had already been too much aceuſtom- 
ed to pay any great attention: He 
alſo condeſcended to make an offer of 
allowing me two guineas a week if 
I would live with him, but my reply 
marked in very ſtrong terms my dif- 
approbation of, as well as ſurprize 
at ſuch a propoſition. However, to 


2 him 3 he behaved with A 
great 


1 
| 
| 
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great deal of politeneſs, and I was 
ſoon permitted to withdraw, I did 
not know at the time that he was a 
gentleman of the faculty, but Mrs. 
Horſham, ſoon after his departure, 
mentioned the circumſtance, and 
told me that ſhe had preſented me to 
him merely to enquire whether a 
few pimples which had appeared in 
my face were of any conſequence, 
and required a medicinal treatment, 


During the whole of the ſucceeding 
night, I was anxious, impatient and 


ſleepleſs —The next day, however, 


at length arrived, and Mrs. Wilſon, 


having ſent all her things before her 
to town, took her departure, and in 
leſs than an hour I contrived to. take 
mine alſo.—I found my conductreſs 
at the chandler's ſhop, as ſhe had ap- 

: pointed, 
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pointed, and away we trudged with 
all the expedition which our appre— 
henſions of being purſued by Mrs. 
Horſham, might be naturally ſup- 
poſed to occaſion. At Knightſbridge, 
we took a coach and drove to the 
houſe of an acquaintance of Mrs, 
IWilſen's in Mary-bone. We made a 
very ſhort ſtay there, from the fear 
of being traced ; and then proceeded 
to Charles. ſtreet, Soho-ſquare, where 
Mrs. Wrlſen took a firft floor, and 
hired a ſervant ; fo that I found my- 
ſelf very comfortable and happy for 
the three days I was ſuffered to re- 
main in that ſituation. 


I think it was in the evening of the 
third day after our arrival there, 
when, as I was ſitting at the win- 
dow, and indulging my refleQions 
| on 
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on the different ſcenes to which I 
had been a witneſs at Brompton, 
ſome one attempted to open the door; 
but as Mrs. Wilſon always kept it 
bolted, there was no entrance but 
by force, and without any ceremony 
that force was employed to break 
into the apartment; but as the aſſail- 
ants made their entry into one room, 
I made my eſcape into another, and 
placed myſelf behind the bed as a 
place of ſecurity ; when apprehending 
I ſhould not be able to elude the 
ſearch by that fituation, I made the 
beſt of my way into the chimney; 
but I had no ſooner attained this 
comfortleſs poſition, than the cham- 


ber was forced: open, and I heard a 


man, whom I afterwards found to 
be Doctor Chiddicł, threaten in a 
very menacing tone, that he would 
110 put 
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put the firſt man to death who 
ſhould dare to oppoſe their proceed- 
ings, for that they were in ſearch of 
an Heireſs, who had been decoyed 
from her Guardian, for the moſt 
wicked purpoſes ; and that not only 
the perpetrators of this horrid act, 
but the people of the houſe ſhould be 
moſt ſeverely puniſhed, 


On the  enterance of this party, 
which conſiſted of Doctor Chridarck, 
Mrs. Horſham, Miſs Polly, and two 
conſtables, into the appartment, Mrs. 
| WWilſen was knocked down without 
any ceremony or previous enquiry, 
Mrs. Horſham, and Miſs Polly ac- 
companying the blow with the moſt 
opprobrious language. They called 
her a damnable old bawd, who had 
ſeduced an innocent young creature 
from 
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from the care of her friends, in 
order to derive a profit from her pro- 
ſtitution. That they only wiſhed to 
take her into their poſſeſſion mercly 
to reſtore her to her parents. While 
poor Mrs. Wilſon, bleeding from the 
blows which had been given her, 
had not ſufficient prefence of mind 
to tell the people who now came 
into the room, the real ſtate of the 
caſe, and that whatever might have 
been her intentions towards me, thoſe 
of her accuſers had already. mani- 
feſted themſelves; and to poſſeſs her- 
felf of the power to renew her 
execrable deſigns, was the motive to 
a purſuit which ſthe had no right to 
make, and for which, as well as her 
outrageous manner of proceeding, 
ſhe and her crew, were anſwerable 

| | to 
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to the laws; but ſhe took her wrongs 
in ſilence and ſubmiſſion. 


In the mean time the ſearch after 
me was continued, and when they 
had examined every part of the bed 
and found I was not there, Mrs. 
IViſen was threatened with being car- 
ried before a magiſtrate on a uſp] 
cion of having murdered me. How- 
ever, ſome prying eye having diſ- 
covered my hiding place, I came 
down without heſitation, and the 
firſt object I ſaw was Doctor Chid. 
dick, brandiſhing a drawn ſword, 
and menacing deſtruction to all who 
ſhould oppoſe him. Mrs. Horſham 
received me with great k:ndneſs, 
lamented the danger I had run, rejoic- 
ed at the ruin I had eſcaped, and de- 
clared ſhe would immediately carry 

ne 
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. me home to my father and mother, 
| So without an attempt at oppoſition 
in Mrs. Wilſan, who fat bleeding and 
in diſmay in the next room, I was 
led down ſtairs, and amidſt a croud 
of people, whom the buſtle had 
brought together, was hoiſted into a 
coach; Doctor Chiddicł, Mrs. Hor- 
ſham, and Miſs Polly entered it along 
with me, while the two conſtables 
got up behind; and thus guarded, I 
was carried back to Brompton. 


Much happineſs was expreſſed by 
all the family on my return, and 1 
ſeemed to acquieſce with ſatisfaction 
in the congratulations which I re- 
ceived on the occaſion; but, in my 
own mind, I was determined to avail 
myſelf of the firſt fair opportunity 
which ſhould offer, of taking a final 


adieu 


— — — 
4 — — 
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adieu of them all. I therefore aſ- 
ſumed my former looks of content- 
ment and ſatisfaction, but waited, 
with much ſecret impatience for the 
moment when I ſhould be able to 
emancipate myſelf from Mrs. Hor 
ſham's protection. | 


—_— 
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My final eſcape from Mrs. Horſham's, 1 Mrs 
Wilſon's, who had provided Apartments for 
me.—Mr. Malſingbam pays me pretended 
Friendly Viftts— Acquaints me of the vile Cha- 
rafter of Mrs. Wilſon—Prevails upon me to 
quit fo dangerous a Perfon—Put myſelf under 
his Protection, with a Promiſe to convey me 
Home; inſtead of which, takes me to King's 
Place, where I have to date my Ruin,—Some 


account of that deteflable Brothel. 


RS. Hilſen ſtill occupied the 
(M1 lodgings in Charles-ftreet, and 
was uſed to come occaſionally to the 
end of the lane at Brompton, in order 
to find an opportunity of ſpeaking to 
| | es 


me, but ſuch an opportunity ſhe did 


not find. However, I was not idle 


in forming projects for my eſcape; 


aud, at length, prevailed on the cook 
maid to be my friend and aſſiſt me in 


making it. A plan, therefore, was 


formed between us, and I did not 
heſitate to put it in execution: So 
the following morning I roſe at an 
early hour under the pretence of be- 
ing ill, and that I muſt go down into 
the kitchen to beg the cook, who 
ſlept there, to apply ſome thing warm 
to my bowels. Miſs Polly, who was 


my bed-fellow, as I took neither hat 


nor cloak, had no ſuſpicion of my 
deſign, and by the aſſiſtance of my 


friend below ſtairs, I eſcaped through 


the kitchen window, and in that 
ſituation I ſet off with all the ſpeed I 
was capable of exerting, and never 

2 ſtopped 


— — — 


ſtopped till T arrived at Mrs. FWilfen's 
lodgings. She receivedime-with un- 
common ſatisfaction, and buſied her- 
ſelf with great concern, in providing 
every comfort for my cold and miſer- 
able condition. 
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As this lodging was already 
known, Mrs. Wilſon thought it pru- 
dent to procure another without de- 
ö | lay,—and ſhe immediately took a 
{mall one near Pancras church; where 
we remained three weeks, when 
thinking that too far removed from 
town, ſhe took another in a paved 
court, near St. Jumes street. Before 
we had been long there, we were 
alarmed to find that our evil genius, 
Mrs. Horſham, had ' diſcovered our 
abode, at leaſt Miſs 'Polly had done 
us that kind office; indeed the came 
L Nö vp 
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up ſtairs, and did not heſitate to aſ- 
ſure us, that ſhe ſhould go immedi- 
ately and acquaint her mother, as 
ſhe called her, of our ſituation ; but, 
notwithſtanding this hoſtile declara- 
tion, we gave her tea, and enter- 
tained her in the beſt manner we 
were able; but, the moment ſhe was 
gone, we removed ourſelves to an 
apartment near Tyburn Turnpike. 
Mrs. Horſham, as we were afterwards 
informed, did not fail to make an 
immediate viſit to our laſt abode, but 
the birds were flown, and ſhe could 
diſcover ho traces of their flight. c 


In our new mac we remained 
for ſome time, and were never diſ- 
covered. Indeed, we wanted for 
nothing, as Mrs. Wilſan uſed to go 
0 Jt . to Mr. Walſing bam, 

ve Is WE as 


* — — — 


as I afterwards diſcovered, and ob- 
tained conſiderable ſums of money 
from him : indeed, the quantity of 
money ſhe uſed to have, rather ſur- 
priſed me; and as ſhe made a myſtery 
of this circumſtance, I began to en- 
tertain my ſuſpicions of her, and was 
determined to return immediately to 
my mother. Mrs. Wilſon exerted all 
her perſuaſions to keep me with her, 
but finding me reſolute in my pur- 
poſe, pretended that ſhe had met my 
aunt from Swallow-ſtreet, who told 
her that my family were all violently 
enraged againſt me, as it was reported 
among them that I was in keeping 
by Lord Granby, and had been ſeen 
at Stepney Church with a gold watch 
by my fide, and my own carriage 
in waiting at the church-door: ſhe 
then adviſed me by no means to think 


. 
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of returning home, till ſomebody had 
been there to contradi& theſe idle 
fabrications, and to eſtabliſh the in- 
nocence of my character. This ad- 
vice appeared fo reaſonable, that I 
immediately conformed to it, and 
conſented to ſtay with Mrs. i [for till 
the arrangement which ſhe ſv pgeſted. 
had taken — 


The next day Mr. J Wa 2 g hani 
cailed upon us, when I, poor thing, 
began to cry, and related the reports 
which had been propagated concern- 
ing me. He deſired me to be com- 
forted, and aſſured me that he would 
go along with me to my mother, and 
have every thing cleared up to her's 


and my fatisfaCtion. Mrs. Wil ſon 
objected to the i impropriety of a gen- 


| tlerman going with me on the occa- 
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fion, and obſerved, with ſome appa- 
rent reaſon, that ſuch a circumſtance 
would be more apt to awaken ſuſpi- 
cion, than to ſuppreſs it. I then 
entreated Mr. Walſingham to accom- 
pany me to the Marquis of Granby, 
and hear his declaration on the ſub- 
ject: here he could not help laughing 
at my ſimplicity; and, from his 
knowledge of that nobleman, who, 
he faid, ſtopped at nothing in the 
career of his intrigues, adviſed me 
very ſeriouſly, as I was got out of 
his Lordſhip's clutches, not to get 
into them again. 


He ſtayed chatting for ſome time, 
but as Mrs. Wilſon would not quit 
the room, he had not an opportunity 
of communicating ſomething that he 
had to fay to me; but on his de- 

parture 
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parture told me in a whiſper, that he 
would call the next day and open his 
mind in a matter that would prove 
of the utmoſt advantage to me. Mrs. 
Wilſon's curioſity was very much 
awake with reſpect to the ſubject of 
my little gallant whiſper; and my 
precaution was not afleep on the oc- 
caſion: ſo I turned it off as a matter 
of courſe, and all further enquiries 
immediately ceaſed concerning it. 


The next day Mr. Walſing bam ſent 
me the following letter, which was 
ordered to be delivered into no one's 
hands but mine: 


60 My dear Girl, 


| « I am not unacquainted with 
25 « your ſituation. I think you have 
. had a very narrow eſcape from the 
F 3 hands 
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hands of Mrs. Horſham, for I have 


traced her character, and I find 
her to be a very bad woman. In- 
deed, you are not much better 
where you now are; and I could 
with that you would put yourſelf 
under my protection, as you ſhall 
PLyer find me to deviate from the 
principles of honour. 


I] can aſſure you, my dear girl, 
that I have your welfare at heart. 
I ſhall be at the end of the ſtreet 
this afternoon, at three o'clock, 
in an hackney- coach, where I hope 


you will not fail coming, as I have 


ſomething of conſequence to re- 
late to you.—Till then, adieu; 


| from your ſincere friend, 


„ and well-wiſther, * 
„% R. B. WALSINGHAM:.” 
\ On 
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On conſidering the contents of this 


letter, I did not hefitate in my de- 


termination to obey the ſuggeſtions 
of it; and the only difficulty which 
occurred was, my being able to pro- 
ſecute my deſign unknown to Mrs. 
ion. However, as I fubſcribed to 
a circulating library for my amuſe- 
ment, I made an excuſe, at the time 
appointed, to go and change a book, 
and took that opportunity of fulfilling 
my part of the aſſignation. Mr. Wal- 
fingham was not neglectful of his, as 
I found him waiting in- a hackney 
coach; and having accepted his in- 
vitation of getting into it, he imme- 
diately told me that I was living with 
a very bad woman, and that, if I'did 
not leave her ſoon, nothing could pre- 
ſerve me from deſtruQion. He fol- 
lowed this information with -a pro- 


F 4 poſal 


104 ME MOIRS OF 


poſal for me to go and live at Ham- 
merſmith, where he would procure 
me board and lodging with very 
honeſt people, who were gardners, 
and who would do every thing to 
make my ſituation ſecure and com- 
fortable; that he would take care 1 
ſhould be ſupplied with plenty of 
pocket-money, and as many clothes 
as I could with for; and that he would 
take every opportunity m his power 
to call and fee me. My inclinations, 
however, were to return home, and I 
did not heſitate to make them known 
to him. He then aſked me if J ſhould 
like to go into a family, and that he 
would procure me a ſituation as com- 
panion to ſome young lady of diſ- 
tinction— but my cry was, at that 
time, after home; he therefore took 
leave of me with his uſual politeneſs, 

1 and 
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and I returned to Mrs. Milſon, who 
received me with very unuſual cool- 
neſs, which, as I afterwards diſco- 
vered, arofe from her having quietly 
watched me, in the progreſs. of my 
late little — 


She did not, e FIT out 
the leaſt hint of her, having, obſerved 
my motions, but continued her uſual 

and conſtant application'to pen, ink, 
and paper: indeed, that employed 
the greateſt part of her time, as ſhe 
uſed to be conſtantly writing and 
ſending letters, the ſubje& of which 
I was the laſt to ſuſpect, till we re- 
ceived, a viſit the next morning from 
a Mr. x iy whom I diſcovered to be 
Valet de Chambre to Lord Deloraine, 
to whom, as it appeared, ſhe; had 


been BRIE concerning me—hut his 


Fs Lord- 
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Lordſhip was at that time out of 
town. 


In about an hour after this emiſſary 
was departed, we received a viſit from 
an old tattered 'and battered beau, 
dreſſed in high order from the tar- 
niſhed wardrobes of Monmouth- 
ſtreet, and who no ſooner entered 
the room than, in an accent truly 
Hibernian, he beſtowed a ſuperabun- 


dance of fine compliments and hand- 


ſome ſpeeches on me. I had never 
ſeen this perſon before, but afterwards 
found that it was the celebrated Mr. 
Andrew White, well known in the 
purlieus of low gallantry, and who, 
after having paſſed through « variety 
of infamous characters, had ſettled, 
at laſt, in that of Procurer-General 
for the public brothels, and private 
| | a Sen- 
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gentlemen. Much ſeeret converſa» 
tion took place between this man and 
Mrs. Wilſon, of which I could only 
hear her ſay, if that one thing was 
over, ſhe ſhould roll in riches; by 
which I underſtood, that if I were 
once ſeduced, ſhe could get what 
money ſhe pleaſed by me. This was 
a pleaſant ſubje& for me to reflect 
upon; and while J was turning it in 
my mind, Mrs. Wiſſon took an op- 
portunity to leave the room; and Mr. 
Andrew White' no ſooner found him- 
ſelf alone with me, than he began to 
take thoſe liberties, from which I 
thought it right to extricate myſelf 
by calling out *r Mörder. This 
_— 6 up, not only Mrs. 
Vilſon, but the people of the houſe, 
on which a violent altercation enſued ʒ 
the latter accuſing the fofmer of the 
F 6 in- 
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infamous deſign of bringing me to 
ruin, while the former did not heſi- 


tate to acknowledge her intention, as 


the only means of reimburſing herſelf 
for the expence ſhe had been at on 
my account. I really thought the par- 


ties would have proceeded to blows; 
but, after a ſeeye of no common a- 


buſe, and during which Mr. Andrew 
White had moved quietly away, a 
warning to quit the apartment was 
given in form to Mrs. Wilſon, and 
accompanied with a threat, that I 
ſhould not long be ſuffered to remain 


under ſuch a baneful influence; 


Very ſhortly, however, after this 
fracas, who ſhould arrive but Mr, 
HW alfingham, who, ſeeing me in dif- 
treſs, naturally enquired the cauſe, 
and was immediately informed of the 

| "FF. ill 
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11 treatment I had received. He 
exprefled his concern, in the moſt 
friendly terms, at the uneafinefs 1 
had undergone, and made me an offer 
to attend me himfelf, and ſee me 
iafe home. He ſaid, that he was en- 
gaged that afternoon to drink tea 
with a particular friend, and if I 
would go and meet him there, he 
would convey me to the protection 
of my mother. As Mr. Walſingham 
had always conducted himſelf towards 
me with a very peculiar delicacy, I 
really thought it would be much bet- 
ter for me to rely upon him, and 
truſt to his honour, than remain 
where I was; 1 therefore accepted 
his propoſal without much heſitation 
—the hour of ſix in the afternoon 
was appointed. for the time of qur 
meeting, and Mrs, Migſen, who was 
| to 
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to conduct us to the place, had pro- 
per directions given her for that pur- 


poſe. 


The hour at length arrived when 
I was to fulfil my engagement. Mrs. 
IV/ilſon wiſhed extremely to have a 
coach; but, being apprehenfive if I 
thould comply with her defire, in that 
particular, ſhe might contrive to take 
me to. ſome other place than that 
which had been named to me, I in- 


fiſted upon walking: She therefore 


conducted me to King's Place, King- 
ſtreet, St. James's ; and, on afking 
her to whom thoſe handſome houſes 
belonged, Ihe ſaid they were inha- 
bited by perfons of the firſt diſtine- 
tion and that it was to one of them 
where we were going to drink tea. 


She had no ſooner given me this in- 
for- 
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formation than ſhe knocked at the 
door, which was opened by an elderly 
man out of livery.. We had no ſooner 
entered the veſtibule than he deſired 
us to walk up ſtairs into the dining- 
room; and, as we paſſed along, the 
miſtreſs of the houſe opened the door 
to take a peep at us. Mr. Walſingham 
was. ſitting on a ſofa ready to receive 
us, which he did in the politeſt man- 
ner; and, having deſired me to be 
ſeated, he told Mrs. Wilſon ſhe might 
return home, and he would certainly 
call upon her the next day. He then 
ordered tea and coffee to be prepared; : 
and ſoon after he faid that he had an 
appointment at Almack's with Lord 
Edv. Bentinck Lord Wolineus (now 
Lord\Sefton) and Mr.'Sranley,” and that 
he ſhould return ateleven o'clock. -He 
defired ine! te femainl ſatisfled where 


4 I was 
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I was that night, as it was then fo 
late an hour and aſſured me that Iwas 
in a very good houſe, and with very 
worthy people. He added, that 1 
ſhould have a good bed, and requeſt- 
ed if any one ſhould come into the 
room and aſk me any queſtions, that 
J would give no anſwer. He then 
left me a book for my amuſement, and 
took. his leave.—This book was the 
Life of Lady Vane. 


Mr. Wa ans ban had ſcarce quitted 
the houſe, when. the elderly perſon 
| who had opened the door to us,. and 
whom I afterwards. diſcovered to, be 


the maſter of the houſe, came up ſtairs 


to ſnuff the candles; and having re- 
garded me from top to toe, with a 
very par ticular attention, informed 
dere that the lady . of the houſe ſups 
ped 
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ped at ten, and defired to know if I 
would go down ſtairs and eat a bit of 


ſupper with her; but upon my beg- 
ging to be excuſed, he left the room. 


I now returned to the peruſal of 


my book, but had ſcarce finithed the 
page I had already begun, when 1 
heard a violent rap at the door; I ran 
to liſten, and heard ſome gentlemen 
come into the paſſage and call out for 
the Marquis of Kildare, which it 
ſeems, was the title given to the 
maſter of the houſe by thoſe who 
frequented it. I heard him tell them, 
that there was a very pretty little 
girl up ſtairs in the drawing-room, 
and they did not heſitate, very un- 
ceremoniouſly indeed, to pay me a 
viſit, I have fince been well ac- 


quainted with them all, —They were 
Sir 
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Sir Alexander Gilmour, General Scat, 
and Captain Hotham,—Their appear- 
ance quite alarmed me, as they were 
all full dreſſed, it veing ball night; at 
Almac*s. 


My bafhfulneſs and ignorance ſery- 
ed them for ſome time, as a matter 
of amuſement; at length, however, 
Sir Alexander Gilmour was left alone 
with me, and he no ſooner found 
himfelf in that ſituation, than he 
deſired me to pull'off my ſtays. On 
this requiſition, ſo very unexpected 
to me, and which was accompanied 
with an attempt at hberties which I 
did not conceive he had any right to 
take, I ran out of the room, -and 
having got upon the landing place of 
the ſtairs, knocked as forcibly as [ 
could. with my foot, in order to bring 
- pro- 
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protection againſt the inſult that was 
intended me. Mrs. Kildare, hearing 
the noiſe, looked out of the back 
parlour, and on my requeſting her to 
come up to me inſtantly, as ] deſired to 
ſpeak to her, anſwered—you had bet- 
ter, my dear, come down and fit 
with me till your friend comes, — 
with which invitation I readily com- 
plied. A kind of confuſion ſtill con- 
tinued, however, for ſome time, 
from Sir Alexander Gilmour violence, 
who vowed and ſwore he would not 
leave the houſe till he had poſſeſſed 
me. But Mrs. Kildare was reſolute 
on her part, and told him in very 
plain terms, that I belonged to the 
gentleman ho had brought me there, 
that ſhe had no influence over me, 
and therefore begged him to deſiſt 
from attempting any thing that might 
8 be 
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be diſagreable to me. Sir Alexander, 
finding that he waſted both threats 
and entreaties, went angrily away 
and took his companions with him. 


They were no ſooner gone than 
another thundering rap faluted the 
door, and a gentleman, whom 1 
afterwards knew to be Sir Francis 
Molyneux, made his appearance. The 
Baronet was extremely civil and preſ- 
ſed me with great politeneſs to have 
ſome ſupper ; I at firſt refuſed, but, 
after ſome time, it was ſent. for 
from the Cocoa Tree, with plenty of 
champagne, &c. The uncommon 
civility and obliging behaviour of 
Mrs. Kildare quite charmed me, and 
no ſuſpicion was more diſtant from 
my mind than that ſhe was the miſ⸗ 
treſs of a brothel, —But ſurely there 

| may 
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may be a comparative degree of 
virtue in the worſt ſituations; and 
there may be degrees of merit in a 
procureſs, the maſter of a bagmo, 
and an hangman.: Nay, Mr. and 
Mrs. Kildare have ſince, oftentimes 
aſſured me, that if they had known 
at the time, that I was yet unſeduced, 
they would not have ſuffered their 
houſe, with all its proſtitution, to 
have been the ſcene of my ſeduction. 
But to return to my ſtory. 


Mrs. Kildare continued her pleaſ- 
ing attentions, and aflured me again 
and again, how much ſhe wiſhed me 
to become one of her family, for 
which expreſſion I was extremely 
grateful, without having the leaſt 
idea of the real tendency of her 
kindneſs to me. She apologized more 

than 


— 
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than once for the abrupt treatment! 
had received from Sir Alexander Gil. 
mour, and requeſted me to make my- 
ſelf eaſy, for ſhe would take care 
that I ſhould not have any further 
inſult offered to me while I remained 
beneath her roof. | 


Mr. Walfingham, was all this time 
detained at Almack's, and being ap- 
prehenſive that I might be uneaſy at 
his abſence, he ſent me the following 
note. | a 


„ hope, my dear angel, you 


« will not be uneaſy at my not com- 


« ing to my appointment, as 1 am 


engaged with Lady Almeria Car- 


<< enter, one of the fineſt dancers 


«and moſt accompliſhed ladies, ex- 


« cept yourſelf, in the kingdom. 
1 


„ 


—. — 


r Fig op FLof 


we 
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&« My dear girl, make yourſelf 
« happy, I ſhall be with you ſoon. 


. Tours, 
*. W.. 


On ſupper being ſerved, I was de- 
fired to place myſelf at table, and 
Sir Francis Molyneux was not wanting 
in paying every polite and gentle- 
manlike attention. He flattered him- 
ſelf, that if I ſhould become one of 
Mrs. Kildare's family, I would per- 
mit him to viſit me, and propoted, if 
my friend did not take me home the 
next day, that I would do him the 
favour to accompany him on a party 
into the country. 1 knew. not. what 
anſwer to make, ſo remained filent, 
and continued to read the note which 

I had 
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I had juſt received from Mr. Walſng- 
ham. My ſituation, however, was 
very awkward, and I felt myſelf 
aſhamed, I knew not why, of being 
where I was, and hearing all the 
fine things which were ſaid to me. 


Sir Francis ſtaid till about one 
o'clock, and during the whole time 
I was in his company he never drop- 
ed an expreſſion that could give me 
the leaſt offence. About two, Mr, 
- Walfingham arrived with Lord Fdwd. 
Bentinck, and Mr. Stanley; they were 
in high ſpirits, and full of mirth; 
but did not ſtay long, and abſolutely 
refuſed to let Mr. Walfingham remain 
behind. He was, therefore, obliged 
to go along with them; and I was 
| ſhewn up ſtairs into a very elegant 
chamber, where I was accomodated 

2 With 
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with every convenience, and a candle 
was left burning in the room. Hav- 
ing ſat up much longer than was 
uſual with me, I ſoon fell into a faſt 
and ſound fleep. In the mean time 
Mr. Walſmngham returned and crept 
into bed unheard by me. On my 
awaking, I found ſome body by my 
fide, whom, from a ribband which I 
perceived to be tied around his head, 
] ſuppoſed, at firſt, to be one of the 
young ladies belonging to the houſe; 
but I ſoon diſcovered my miſtake, — 
and began to cry,—to threaten, to 
deplore my unhappy lot,—and to 
curſe the hour that had brought me in- 
to that houſe, as well as my weakneſs 
in relying on the honour of a man, 
whole only object I now perceived, 
was to undo me. In ſhort, J em- 


ployed every means in my power to 


VOL. I. G Pre» 
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preſerve my virtue, and he uſed all 
his to deſtroy it :—but the conflict 
was unequal, and he triumphed. 


The next morning at breakfaſt, I 
was ſad and ſorrowful, and he was 
kind and affectionate. He left no at- 
tention unemployed which might 
ſooth and comfort me; he aſſured 
me of his real regard, and declared 
in the moſt poſitive manner, that, 
while he had a breath of life, he 
would never quit me. He requeſted 
me to be ſatisfied with my condition, 
and aſſured me, that he would ſettle 
me in a manner that ſhould be per- 
fectly to my comfort and ſatisfaction. 
He expreſſed his apprehenſions that! 
was too young to take upon me the ma- 
nagement of an houſe, or he would 
have taken an elegant one for me. In 


ſhort, 
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ſhort, after a long converſation on 
the ſubject of fixing me in a fituation 
agreeable both to him and myſelf, it 
was determined, that he ſhould look 
out for ſome genteel family where I 
could board and lodge, and where he 
might come and vifit me whenever 
he ſhould think proper. He gave 
me what money he had about him, 
which was forty-two guineas, de- 
fired me to return back to Mrs, 
Milſan, and purchaſe any neceſſaries 
that I might immediately want. In 
the mean time, he ſaid, that he 
ſhould go to his banker's and provide 
himſelf to ſupply me with more cath 
in the afternoon, when he would 
molt aſſuredly call upon me, 


G 2 CHAP. 
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. 


My Return to Mrs. Wilſon, who takes great 
Pains to reconcile me to my Situation—Am fit- 
ted out as a Companion for Mr. Walſingham. 

Ae takes me to Hampton Court, meet the 
Duke of Glouceſter and Lady Waldegrave on 
the Road ; paſſes me off to the Duke as a Re- 
lation. Pay a Viſit to my Mother, who is et 
ignorant of my Situation. Mect Mr. Mal- 
fingham at the Toy Tavern, near Limehoſe, 
who takes me on Board an Indiaman.— Nar- 


row eſcape from being Drowned. 


1 Now returned to Mrs. Milſon, who 
appeared to be highly delighted at 
ſeeing me, more eſpecially whel ſhe 
perceived that I had come back to her 
with 
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with ſuch a repleniſhed purſe. The 
money Mr. Walſingbam had given 
me, operated wonderfully on her con- 
duct, and a thouſand different pre— 
tences did the make in order to get it 
into her keeping. I thought myſelf, 
however, equal to ſuch a charge, and 
I was rather ſuſpicious from the 
knowledge I now had of her, that, 
if ſhe had once got it into her poſ- 
fe{lion, it would never have returned 
to mine; but to be rid at once of her 
importunities, I gave her a few 
guincas, which immediately changed 
her note into approbation and com- 
phance. 


This artful woman now began to 
repreſent the great fortune which 
awaited me; ſhe herſelf, ſhe ſaid, 
would write an account of me to all 
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the men of faſhion in town, and 
that I ſhould ſoon be in a ſituation, 
as the elegantly exprefied herſelf, to 
kick the world before me. I did not 
exactly underſtand what ſhe meant, 
but I replied that I had one man of 
faſhion already, that I was ſure he 
would love and protect me, and that 
I did not want any more. She con- 
tinued that kind of converſation 
which was beſt calculated to anſwer 
her purpoſe, but in the courſe of it, 
and in ſpite of all her artful aſſiduities, 
the conſequences of my ſituation pre- 
ſented themſelves to me; the idea of 
being baniſhed from home preſſed 
forcibly on my mind, and the diſ- 
pleaſure of my father when he ſhould 
return from the Wet Indies, awakened 
the moſt painful apprehenſions. In 
ſhort, theſe and other reflections of a 
ſimilar 
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ſimilar nature bore ſo hard upon my 
ſpirits, that tears alone could afford 
me relief, and I ſhed a flood of them. 


Mrs. Wilſin had now an additional 
opportunity to diſplay her concilia- 
ting powers, and ſhe exerted them 
with tke moſt complete effect. I was 
foon perſuaded by her reaſonings, 
that I might enjoy all the advantages 
of my preſent ſituation, and be ſtill 
an occaſional viſitor at home, as well 
as the favourite of my father. A fine 
ſpecious plan was arranged to ſooth 
my uneaſineſs, and as it flattered my 
hopes, it gained my belief, and my 


former eaſe was quickly reſtored to 


my heart. 


Being thus recovered, I now thought 
of purchaſing what I might immedi 
G 4 ately 
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ately want, according to Mr. J/alſing- 
hams deſire ; a coach therefore, was or- 
dered to the door, and I ſet off accom- 

panied by Mrs. Wilſan, for the pur- 
peſe of diſtributing my guineas in 
the ſhops of Milliners, Mercers, 
Linen-drapers, Shoe-makers, and all 
the other Magazines of ſupply 
for female dreſs. —My money, as 
may be ſuppoſed, was ſoon exhauſt— 
ed, and we returned home laden 


with the cargo which I had purchaſed, 


Mr. Walſingbam, having dined with 
Lord Sandwich, made it very late be- 
fore he arrived to pay his promiſed 
viſit; and, to my great ſatisfaction, 
I found that his paſſion for me was 
not decreaſed. He was fonder of me, 
he ſaid, than ever—nay, he declared 
that he adored me, and that the 

| whole 
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whole buſineſs of his life ſhould be 
to make me happy.—He ſtaid with 
me till two o'clock in the morning, 
and then went home to his houſe in 
Portugal-ftreet, The next day, he 
called upon me again about twelve 
o'clock, and preſented me with a 
beautiful gold watch and an elegant 
ſet of trinkets, accompanied with a 
bank note of fifty pounds; and taking 
out of his pocket a paper of patterns 
of different filks, he defired me to go 
to a Mercer's, whom he named, and, 
pointing out thoſe which he thought 
the handſomeſt, requeſted me to pur- 
chaſe them for my own wear. He 
alſo aſked for a lock of my hair, that 
he might have it encloſed in an ele- 
gant ornament and wear 1t near his 
heart. He then went to pay a viſit 
to the Duke of Bolton, and after- 
wards, took me in his Phaeton to 

G 5 Hampton 
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Hampton Court, where wedined, and a 
Mr. Standiſhß along with us. As we 
were going through Hammerſmith, we 
met the Duke of Gloceſter, and Lady 
Maldgrave, as ſhe was then called, in 
his carriage, coming to town, Mr, 
Walfingham immediately ſtopped his 
phaeton and converſed ſome time 
with his Royal Highneſs, who, as 
well as Lady Waldgrave, were not 
only very curious about who I was, 
but paſſed many compliments upon 
me, to my no ſmall anxiety and con- 
fuſion, Mr. Walfngham repreſented 
me as a relation of his, whom he was 
taking a little way into the country. 
After dinner we made a little tour 
and returned to town. 


Notwithſtanding the attentions 


paid me by my lover, the preſents 
which 
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which were made me, and the pains 
that were taken to reconcile me to 
my ſituation, I felt a very afflicting 
uneaſineſs at the idea of being ex- 
cluded from my paternal home; I, 
therefore, obtained Mr. Malſingham's 
conſent to pay a viſit to my mother 
the next day, and Mrs. Wilſon was 
entruſted with the arrangement of it. 
In ſhort, ſhe performed her part fo 
well in the buſinefs, that my mother 
was contented I ſhould remain with 
her till my father returned from the 
WWeſt Indies; and I had not only the 
pleaſure of being kindly received by 
one parent, but had every reaſon to 
hope, that when I ſaw the other, it 
would be without any ſuſpicion on 
his part, that I had ated in a man- 
ner unbecoming his daughter, 


G 6 As 
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As I had engaged to meet Mr, 
WWalfngham in the afternoon at the 
Toy, a famous Tavern for dreſſing 
White Bait, between Limehouſe and 
Blackwall, we made a pretence to 
take our leave of my mother and 
proceded to the water fide. Mrs. 
Wilſon and her company took a boat 
to return to town, while I took an- 
other to convey me to the Toy, where 
I found Mr. Walfnghan: in company 
with two other gentlemen, one of 
whom was Captain of a Man of War, 
and the other a Captain of an India- 
man. He received me in the moſt 
cordial manner, and preſented me to 
his friends as his neice, and by the 


name of Miſs Ly/aght. 


After dinner, Captain Farr, who 
commanded the Indiaman, gave us 
an 
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an invitation to take tea on board 
his ſhip which then lay off B/ack- 
wall, where we were entertained in 
a moſt elegant manner; but little did 
I ſuppoſe myſelf to be the object of 
all the gallant Captain's attentions ; 
yet ſo it was, for no ſooner was tea 
over, than he confuſed me and great- 
ly perplexed my ſuppoſed uncle, by 
requeſting his permiſſion to make 
propoſals of marriage to his niece. 
They who knew poor Mr. Walfing- 
ham, will be perfectly ſenſible how 
awkward his fituation muſt have 
been, between the play of his fancy 
on the occaſion, and the neceſſity of 
decorum. However, he extricated 
himſelf, by returning every proper 
acknowledgement for the honour 
propoſed to his family, accompanied 
with a profuſion of regrets and mor- 

tifications, 
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tifications, that his niece had been 
for ſome time engaged, with the ap- 
probation of thoſe who alone could 
ſanctify ſuch an engagement.—Capt, 
| Farr, appeared to be extremely flat- 
tered by the reply and continued to 
pay me every poſſible attention dur- 
ing our ſtay on board; but as we 
were going aſhore in his boat, the 
Captain's aſſiduities had very near 
proved fatal both to himſelf and me, 
For in his great care to land me ſafe, 
his foot ſlipped and tumbling head- 
long into the water, he dragged me 
with him. Mr. Walſingbam's great 
Newſoundland dog plunged in after 
us, and ſuch a group I believe, was 
ſeldom ſeen as we three compoſed, 
for the dog was a very principal 
figure in the dripping picture,—A 
complete ducking, however, was all 
the 
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the harm, which the amorous Cap- 
tain and Mr. Walfingham's neice got 


on the occaſion. 


We now made the beſt of our 
way to the ip Tavern, at Black- 
wall, but there all was uproar and 


confuſion, for a violent quarrel had 


taken place between the maſter and 
miſtreſs of it, and no aſſiſtance could 
we get of any kind till an end was 
put to their animoſity, which my 
two gentlemen by their interference 
were happy enough to effect. The 
miſtreſs of the houſe was then ſo 
good as to change all the anger 
againſt her huſband into the moſt 
obliging attentions to me; and while 
I was dreſſing myſelf in her cloaths 
above ſtairs, the good Captain was 
changing his apparel below ; and in 

| a very 
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a very ſhort time, we found our- 
ſelves as comfortable as if nothing 
had happened. Mr. Walſingham was 
very generous in his acknowledge— 
ments to our landlady for her at- 
tentions to me, and Captain Farr 
very obligingly took us 1n his carriage 
to his houſe. He certainly was not 
tired of ſhewing us civilities, for he 
now preſſed us in the warmeſt man- 
ner to ſtay all night with him. But 
his houſe was not a place where 
uncles and nieces could ſleep to- 
gether, and therefore, Mr. W/alfing- 
ham declined his politeneſs, and took 
me in an hackney coach, to a 
Manſion where parties of any rela- 
tion may ſleep together, except that 
of man and wife, and that was the 
Bagnio in Leiceſter-fields ; though this 
evening had very nearly produced 

| ſuch 


vl 
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fuch a phenomenon, for we had 
ſcarce got to our apartment when we 
heard a violent diſpute, and what ap- 
peared to us to be a very acrimonious 
altercation, 1n an adjoining chamber. 


Curioſity induced us to liſten, and. 


we diſcovered, that a gentleman and 
his wife, the one to meet her gallant, 
and the other to detect her in the 
buſineſs, had unluckily found their 
way to the ſame apartment in this 
reputable Aſylum. However, in a 
ſhort time they went away, and after 
{upper we went to bed. 


The next morning, Mr. Walſing- 


lodgings, and giving me forty guineas, 
defired me to provide myſelf with 


- trunks and what other neceſſaries I 


might want, as he ſhould immediate- 
4 ly 


ham took me back to Mrs. H/l/on's » 
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ly look out for ſome agreeable fitua- 
tion for me in the neighbourhood of 
Windſor. He then took his leave of 
me and immediately ſet off for thc 
country to put his deſign in exccu- 
tiou. 


A 


my Fa ,« n 
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Mrs. Wilſon endeavours to feduce me from Mr, 
MWalſingham, and introduces me to the noted 
Ars. Pelham, with whom ſhbe was in league 
Prevailed upen to go to the Opera, for the 
firft time in my life—4m arifully left by Mrs. 
Wilfon with Mrs. Pelham, but ſoon make my 
eſcape—AAccofied in my way by Lord George 
Sackville and Sir Peniſton Lambe, who accom- 
pany me home. | 


extremely rejoiced to ſee me 
eturn, was equally mortified to. find 
that I was on the point of leaving her, 


before ſhe had fulfilled any of her 


wo views concerning me. Her 


principal object, therefore, was in 
the 


IRS. Wilſon, who was at firſt 
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the firſt inſtance to remove me, it 
poſſible, from Mr. //al/ingham, and 
reſign me into the hands of thoſe peo- 
ple who would be glad to give a 
very valuable conſideration for ſuch 
a prize as I ſhould then have been to 
them. 


The interval of Mr. MWalſing hams 


abſence, therefore, was to be em- 
ployed in effecting this important 
purpoſe ; and ſuch a plan was laid as 
ſeemed almoſt i mpoſſible for me to 
efcape. This very evening the Royal 
Family were to go to the play, and 
to fee them was an excuſe for per- 
fuading me to accompany her to the 
Theatre. My curiofity was eafily 


awakened to ſuch a fight, and I con- 
ſented to comply with her requiſition, 
Beſides, we were to call in our way 

| on 
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on a Mrs. Ballard, a millener, who 
lived at the corner of Bow-/treet, 
Covent-Garden, where I might amuſe 
myſelf in making any of my little 
purchaſes, till it was time to go to 


the play. 


A coach was accordingly ordered, 
and away we went to Mrs. Ballard, 
who underſtood the full effect which 
obliging manners and flattering ex- 
preſhons would have upon ſuch a 
character as myſelf, and did not fail 
to produce it, for the two-fold pur- 
pole of getting my money, and win- 
ning my confidence. As an example 
of the firſt, I laid out ſixty pounds 
with her,—-and as an inſtance of the 
latter, I conſented to accept her in- 
vitation to dinner the very next day. 
We now proceeded to the play, where 

1 was 
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I was highly gratified with the enter. 
tainment which was there afforded 
me. 


The following day I was decorated 
in ſome of my new purchaſes, in or- 
der to figure at Mrs. Ballard's table, 
and where I found a Major Atkinſon 
had been invited to meet us. He not 
only paid me every poſſible attention, 
but bought ſeveral little articles out 
of the ſhop, which he preſſed upon 
my acceptance. But the Major's gal- 
lant aſſiduities were ſoon interrupted 
by the arrival of an elegant carriage, 
with three high-drefled ladies, who 
ran familiarly up ſtairs, and whom! 
took for perſons of fortune and faſhion, 
who might be among the number of 
Mrs. Ballard's cuſtomers. However, 
as I afterwards found, their connec- 

tion 
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tion was of a clofer nature. There 
was, in fact, a little kind of copart- 
nerſhip between them, and the occa- 
fon of their particular viſit at this 
time, was in order to get me as a 
part of their ſtock in trade. 


This lady was no leſs than the ce- 
lebrated Mrs. Pelham, a procureſs at 
that period, of ſome reputation in her 
way. That ſhe ſoon addreſſed her- 
ſelf to me, will be cafily believed; 
indeed ſhe never left my fide for an 
inſtant, till ſhe had won my conſent 
to accompany her to the Qpera that 
very evening. 


As J had never been at an opera, I 
was rather eager to go; and Mrs. Mil- 
fin, on ſome pretence or other, took her 
cave and returned no more, leaving 

I me 
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me as a prey to the wretches about 
me; for I ſoon found to what kind 
of friendſhip, and for what kind of 
purpoſes I had been invited to Mrs, 
Ballard's table, and loaded with ſuch 
flattering careſſes. Mrs. Pelham now 
began to find fault with the man- 
ner of dreſſing my hair, the cloaths 
I had on, and in ſhort with every 
thing that I thought ſo fine and ele- 
gant. She, therefore, inſiſted that 
I ſhould be re-dreſſed in a ſuit of 
white ſattin, which, ſhe ſaid, Mrs. 
Ballard was making up for her, and 
an hair-dreſſer being ſent for, I was 
very quickly transformed into what 
they called a little angel, and in my 
borrowed plumes, made one of this 
charming party to the opera. 
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Thus fituated, I was eafily pre- 
vailed upon to accompany my friend- 
ly conductreſs to her houle to ſupper, 
where it was ſoon arranged that J 
ſhould paſs a few days, and accom- 
pany her on the Monday following to 
the Ridotta. In ſhort, after every 
poſſible civility and attention, on the 
part of Mrs. Pe/ham, I was conducted 
to a very elegant apartment,—and a 
young lady, who was called Harriet, 
was appointed to fleep with me. 
This young perſon, who had ſenti— 
ments far above her miſerable con- 
dition, was ſhocked at the idea that 
another innocent victim, as ſhe 
thought, ſhould be added to the num- 
ber, and after fome previous enqui- 
ries, informed me of my ſituation. — 


© You are, ſaid ſhe, in one of the 


* molt notorious brothels in town, 
1 II e 6. ane 
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and to remain in it would prove 
„ your deſtruction, as it has done 
„that of many others.” She then 
deſcribed her own fituation, and that 
of ſeveral more who belonged to the 
houſe, and which kept them in it. 
Much of this was as yet unintel— 
ligible to me,—but it all ſerved to 
alarm my fears, and to turn my 
thoughts towards my eſcape from 
this infernal abode : and here there 
was a difficulty, which, itif had not 
been for my friend Harriet, I ſhould 
not eaſily have overcome,—which 
was my being dreſſed in clothes that 
were the property of Mrs. Pelham, 
and with which ſhe had, as I ſup— 
poſed, artfully decorated me, in or- 
der to make the poor being who wore 
them her property alſo. Harriel, 


however, was ſo good as to lend me 
a morn- 


of 
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a morning dreſs, and at breakfaſt I 
mentioned my with to go home, 
which, though it was accompanied 
with a promiſe to return in the even- 
ing, was oppoſed with ſo much af- 
tected kindneſs, as to render it impoſ- 


fible to get out of the houſe, by any 


means, but the employment of {ome 
kind of ſtratagem. I therefore, when 
Mrs. Pelham went up ſtairs, and with 
the aſſiſtance of my friend Harriet's 
hat and cloak, walked quietly out 
at the door, and continued on, 
with all poſſible expedition, till after 
turning to right and left, as oppor- 
tunity offered, I found myſelf in 
St. James's Square, 


I now made a momentary halt, 
and two gentlemen coming up, one 
of them addreſſed me with, © where 

H 2 . are 
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„are you going to, fair lady, in 
& ſuch an hurry ;**—and What is 
the matter, my little queen, you 
& ſeem all terror and alarm,“ ſaid 
the other. I only want to know, 
ſaid I, where the ncareſt ſtand of 
coaches is; for though I am perfeCt- 
ly well acquainted with the place 
where 1 live, I am rather at a loſs to 
find my way thither. Theſe gentle- 
men, who were Lord George Sach- 
ville and Sir Penniſton Lambe, now 
Lord Melburne, in the moſt obliging 
manner, undertook to ſee me ſafe to 
my lodgings, and were ſo good as to 
drive away Mrs. Pe/ham's black maid, 
who was ſent after me to deliver 
ſome enticing meſſage from her mil- 
treſs. At Charing-croſs we took a 
coach, and went to Mrs. Ballard's, 


the milliner, for the clothes I had 
: left 
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left there the day before. The good 
woman had her ſtory of excuſe ready, 
and I was not in an humour to con- 
tradict it; ſo after I had drefled my- 
ſelf, and received ſome millinery 
preſents from Sir Penniſton Lanibe, 
we ſet off for my lodgings. When | 
we arrived there, Sir Penniſton pre- | 
ſented me with a piece of paper, | 
which, on examination, I found to 
be a ten pound note, and defiring a 
continuance of my acquaintance, took | 
his leave. g 


CHAP. 
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Receive a Billet-dous from Sir Penniſlon Lambe, 
io give him a Mectiug, am perſuaded to accept 
it by Ars. FFilſon—Mr. Malſiugbam takes 
Lodęings fot me near Windſor, to remove me 
jrom Ars. Wilſau, who makes another At- 
tcrapt to diſpoſe of me te a Mrs. Lacey, alias 
Mother Guold, in Suffolk-ſtreet, where ſhe 
Ft evailed uon me to accompany her to Tea— 
Several Characters there deſcribed Am reſcucd 
by Ar. Ii ulſingbam. 


N my return, Mrs. Wilſon could 
not ſufficiently expreſs her ſatis- 
faction at ſeeing me, as well as the 
extreme uneaſineſs ſhe had ſuffered 
during my abſence, —and ſuch was 


the art of this woman, that, though 
] was 
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I was ſenſible of her deceit, ſhe per ſua- 
ded me to promile that I would not 
mention a word of what had happen- 
ed, to Mr. /Fal/ingham. But this was 
not all—for having received a billet- 
doux from Sir Penniſton Lambe, re- 
queſting to meet me the next even- 
ing at a paſtry-cook's in Oxford Road, 
the, by her perſuaſions, induced me 
to accept the aſhgnation, which, 
however, ended in nothing but a ride 
m a hackney coach, an hiſtory of 
Harriet Powel, his Lordſhip's then 
miſtreſs, a preſent of lace, &c. and 
a declaration, if Captain Walſinghbam 
thould leave me, how happy he 
ihould be to ſupply his place. 


On my return home, I found, to 
my great ſurprize, and to my no 
mall confuſion, that Mr, //alfinghan 

H 4 was 
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was there. He had been extremely 
uneaſy at my abſence, and was 1e- 
verely blaming Mrs. 7/7lfen for ſuf— 
fering me to go out alone. My ap- 
pearance, however, ſettled all dit- 
ferences, and I went that evening to 
ſup and ſleep with my friend, at 
Killdare's, in King's Place, the icene 
of my final ſeduction. 


In the morning Mr. Walfingham 
informed me of his having procured 
me an elegant and rural retirement m 
IVind/c;, where I was to lodge and 
board; and defired I would let him 
know what I might want before [I 
left town, and he would procure it 
me. But, without any previous ſug- 
geſtions on my part, (for it appeared 
to me that I had already every thing 
I could want for a long time,) he 

came 
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came the next day in a hackney 
coach, loaded with all the materials 
that could be deviſed for female wear- 
ing apparel indeed I am certain that 
my wardrobe, at this time, amount- 
ed at leaſt to the value of three hun- 
dred pounds. The very ſame day a 
Miſs Wingels, a mantua-maker, paid 
me a viſit, on the recommendation of 
Major Atkinſon, which ended in her 
taking meaſure of me for ſomeclothes, 
and perſuading me to meet him at my 
good friend, Mrs. Ballard's, the mil- 
liner, where I had already dined with 
him. I began now to reliſh the agree- 
able things which were ſaid to me, 


and I thought there would be no harm 


in giving the Major an opportunity of 


entertaining me with his polite con- 


verſation.— His propoſals were ge- 
nerous; but I began really to like 
I 5 Mr. 
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Mr. Walſingham, and, therefore, gave 
them no encouragement. This parley 
ended in the addition of a beautiful 
piece of filk to the cargo I already 
poſſeſſed. 


Mrs. Wilſon, whole plotting mind 
was never at reſt, with reſpect to me, 
and fearing that I ſhould now eſcape 
entirely from her, without produ- 
cing thoſe advantages which the had; 
ſo long expected, made one effort 
more to fulfil her mercenary views. 
— This was a propoſal to go and 
drink tea with her at the houſe of 
a very particular friend in SL- 
fireet. She aſſured me that the lady 
to whom ſhe would introduce me 
was a perſon of confiderable fortune, 
and the intimate friend of Lady Ladd 
—and that, till very lately, ſhe had. 


kept 
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kept her carriage; but being, from 
an ill ſtate of health, unable to go 
out but very ſeldom, ſhe had thought 
proper to put it down. — This ſtory 
made its intended impreſſion, and I 
was ſo infatuated as to accompany 
her to her pretended friends, where- 
we were entertained in a very elegant 
manner—a fervant in very waited: 
at tea, and every thing I ſaw an-- 
nounced opulence and comfort. The 
lady of the houſe was called Lacey, 
and there was a very genteel agree- 
able young perſon with her, a Miſs. 
O'Neal, juſt arrived from Dublin. 


As ſoon as tea was over, Mrs. 
Milſon took her leave, under a pre 
tence of calling upon her mantua- 
maker, who lived in the neighbour- 
hood, and I ſaw her no more till the: 

IH. 6& next 
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next morning. The old lady being 
ſuddenly taken ill, entreated me to 
ſtay with Miſs O'Neal, till ſhe could 
ſend for her God-daughter, who was 
then ſaid to be with Lady Ladd; but 
that night her Ladyſhip happening 
to have a rout, it was late before the 
young lady was allowed to quit her 
company. However, about eleven 
o'clock ſhe arrived, as I was told, 
and firmly beheved, in Lady Ladd's 
chair, It was now thought too late 
for me to return home, and I con- 
ſented to fleep with Miſs O'Neal: 
indeed, the elegance of every thing in 
the houſe, as well as the tranquil- 
lity which ceigned in it, convinced 
me beyond a doubt, that I was with 
people of character and reputation. 


The 
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The old lady had a very handſome 1 
library, and I amuſed myſelf the 1 
next morning in reading, till Mrs. 
Wilſon arrived, who brought me | j 
twenty yards of white luteſtring, 
which, the ſaid, Mr. JValſingham had 1 
left for me at her lodgings; and, on i 
being informed where I was, he had | 
expreſſed his entire ſatisfaction at my 
ſituation, and begged me to remain 
there till he could come to take me 
into the country. This information 
{et me perfectly at my eaſe, and the 
old lady being ſomething better, Miſs 
O'Neal, Miſs Power, who was Mrs. 
Lacey's God-daughter, and myſelf, 
paſſed the day in great mirth and 
good humour, without the intruſion 
of any viſitors—1n the evening, how- 
ever, while we were engaged at a 
game of cards, a loud rap at the door 
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announced an arrival, and two gen- 
tlemen made their appearance: they 


were Colonel Lee and Captain Went- 


worth, both of the guards the latter 


ſoon took his leave, but the former 


remained; and, entering into conver= 
ſation with Mrs. Lacey on the ſubject 


of her library, I was deſired to re- 


commend the Colonel ſome favourite 
author of mv own. In ſhort, I was. 


deſired to conduct him into the book « 
room, and we were no ſooner there, 
than I diſcovered the volume Which 
he had fixed upon for his peruſal; 


for he ſoon began to take thoſe liber- 


ties with me, which produced re- 
proaches on my part that ſoon made 
him deſiſt: in ſhort, when I talked: 
of the character of the houſe, and. 
threatened, if he continued his free- 
doms, to level him with the candle- 

ſtick, 
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ſtick, his aſtoniſhment could only 
be equalled by mine, when he aſſured 
me, that he was invited there for no. 
other purpoſe but to indulge himſelf 
in thoſe liberties which appeared to 
give me 10 much offence, —** What 
you may think of the character of 
& the houſe,” faid he, I know 
% not, —or of the miſtreſs of 1t,— 
& but if you will enquire in the pur- 
& lieus of Covent-Garden reſpecting 
& the character of Mother Good, you 
& will be ſatisfied concerning it.“ 
He continued. to make a few fimilar 
obſervations ; and, having ſworn ra- 


ther bluntly to the truth of them, he | 
| 


went down ſtairs, where I heard him 
amuſe himſelf with the old lady on 
my coyneſs, and the inviolable repu- 


tation of her houſe and eſtabliſhment. [| 


A thous 
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A thouſand excuſes were made me 
relative to the Colonel's conduct, but 
I was by no means ſatisfied, and be- 
gan to feel myſelf extremely uneaſy 
at my ſituation. In the mean time 
Mr. Walfingham arrived in town, and 
on going to my lodging he found the 
bird flown, and Mrs. Hen totally 
ignorant of its flight. I went out 
ſhe ſaid, the day before, and ſhe had 
not ſeen me ſince. However, in the 
courſe of converſation, ſhe men- 
tioned my mantua-maker's name, 
and the place of her abode, and Mr. 
IValfngham did not heſitate to pay 
Miſs Winkels a viſit, where he found 
Major Atkinſon, Major Vaughan, Ma- 
Jor Tucker, and Sir James Wallace. — 
Here he learned that I was in a 
brothel in Suf/o/k-ftreet, Charing Croſs, 
kept by a Mrs. Lacey; the four gen- 


tlemen, 
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tlemen, hearing the object of Mr. 
JValfingham*s purſuit, and obſerving 
that ſuch places were always ready 
to receive cuſtomers, declared they 
would accompany him thither.— 
Accordingly they all ſet off together, 
and the loud rap that announced their 
arrival, drove me with all ſpeed into 
the back parlour, where I overheard 
all that paſſed between them and my 
amiable friend Mrs. Lacey. 


After ſome converſation which it 
is unneceſſary, as it would be un- 
gracious to repeat, and wherein the 
old hypocrite ſuſtained her part to 
admiration, Mr. Walſing bam deſired 
to know whether ſhe had not ſuch a 
perſon in her houſe as myſelf, ac- 
companying the queſtion with a very 
particular deſcription of me. 'The 

old 
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old ſinner heſitating to give an 
anfwer—P'Il tell you what, madam, 
ſaid Mr. Walſingham, I am informed 
that the lady I have deſcribed is in 
this houſe, and if you do not pro- 
duce her immediately, I will break 
open every door, and ſend you to the 
devil, with whom you ought to have 
been years ago. He immediately 
opened the back parlour door, and 
the firſt object he beheld was myſelf. 
As he ſpoke, at firſt, rather auſterely 
to me, I entered at once into the 
hiſtory of all that had paſſed, the 
means Mrs. ///[on had taken to bring 
me to the houſe, and the ſtratagem 
ſhe employed to induce me to remain 
there.—He then entered into an ex- 
planation with Mrs. Lacey, who ac- 
knowledged the whole contrivance, 
and that the gave Mrs. J//ilſon two 

guineas 
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guineas for having brought me 
thither, which was the common 
price, to uſe her own expreſſion, ſhe 
paid for the introduction of any thing 
handſome. She, however, convinced 
Mr. //2/ſngham, that I had received 
no contamination in her houſe, and 
having paid for the filk which had 
been brought to me as a pretended 
preſent from him, he ordered a 
coach to be called and away we went 
to his favourite place of aſſignation 
in King*s-Place, which I have already 
had occaſion to mention, and which, 
throughout my life, 1t becomes my 
duty to execrate. 
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Mr. Mulſingbam removes me from Town to a 
Farm Houſe at Workingham. — Deſcription of 
the Family—An amour of /1ifs Kitty, the only 
daughter of the Farmer — Form an acquain= 
tance with Miſs Jones and the Duke of Cum- 
berland.—The Humours ef the Duke deſcribed. 
— Hiſtory of Miſs Jones — Am the Cauſe of 
her leaving the Duke, 


MIX. Mal ſingham remained with 
me during the whole of the 
next day, being determined to truſt 
me no longer to the care of Mrs. Mil- 
/on. In the afternoon we went to 
the lodgings to fetch my cloaths, 
when 
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when Mr. Walſingham, as I ſuppoſe, 
for private reaſons of his own, did not 
treat Mrs. Milan with that ſeverity 
which ſhe ſo well deſerved. We 
returned again to King's Place, where 
I remained till the evening, when a 
friend of Mr. Walſingbam came and 
conducted me to a Poſt-Chaile in 
which the brave Captain was waiting 
to convey me into the country. He 
now informed me, that he had pro- 
cured a very pleaſant apartment for 
me in a farm houſe near Moring ham, 
in Berkſhire, where I ſhould be ex- 
tremely happy, and as it was near 
Windſor, where he very frequently 
was, it would be perfectly conve- 
nient for him to pay me continual 
viſits. He told me that he (ſhould 
take care to ſettle my board and 
lodging, and that he would allow 


me 
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me {1x guineas a week for my pocket 
expences. 


When we arrived at the farm 
houſe, I found it perfectly anſwer- 
able to the deſcription which had 
been given me of it. The ſituation 
was extremely pleaſant, and the fa- 
mily conſiſted of an old man, his 
wife, a maid, two or three farming 
ſervants, and which, was the molt 
agreeable circumſtance of the whole, 
an only daughter, who was of my 
own age; and with whom J ſoon 
formed the moſt confidential friend- 
ſhip.—And here I cannot but ſtop a 
moment to reflect on the ſuppoſed 
innocence and ſimplicity of rural 
life. — This young perſon who was 
the darling of her parents, for whoſe 
future proviſion they had hoarded the 

Fruits 
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fruits of their paſt labours, and on 
whoſe affectionate duty they repoled 
for comfort at the cloſe of life, 
had not only formed a ſecret connec- 
tion that they knew nothing of, but 
had already indulged herſelf in the 
unchaſte gratifications of it. Though 
it may, perhaps, be proper to ob- 
ſerve, that the neighbourhood of 
Windſor, trom a variety of circum- 
ſtances, which are too obvious to 
mention, may be ſaid, in ſome de- 
oree, to breathe the contagion of 
luxurious life. 


But to return to my ſubjet—Mits 
Kilty,(for ſo was this farmer's daugh— 
ter called,) had not a thought in her 
heart which was a ſecret from me : 
her amour was ſoon communicated 
to her confidante, and I proved my- 


| ſelf 
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ſelf worthy of the truſt repoſed in 
me, by promoting the pleaſures of 
it—A young nobleman, but whe- 
ther he was then at Eren College, or 
lived in the neighbourhood, I do not 
recollect, had not only won poor 
Kitty's heart, but had received the 
laſt fatal proof which the inconſider- 
ate affection of female youth can be- 
ſtow.— This fond pair uſed to meet 
in the fields, and, while they repeat- 
ed their vows under the hawthorn 
or beſide the thicket, —TI uſed to be- 
come the centinel of love, in order to 
prevent any ſudden intruſion on their 
myſterious pleaſures. 


After the relation of this circum- 
ſtance, it may readily be believed, 
that our excurſions in the fields were 
as frequent as the weather and op- 
portunity 
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portunity would admit ; and in one 
of our walks, we met the Duke of 
Cumberland and Miſs Jones, who then 
lived with his Royal Highneſs.— 
The Prince did us the honour to take 
great notice of us; the conſequence 
of which was, an intimacy between 
myſelf and that lady, and a preſling . 
invitation to viſit her at Sunning hill, — 
This honour I very readily accepted, 
but my poor friend Kitty was not 
permitted to accompany me. Her 
father ſhook his head, and ſaid nay, 
when I propoſed it to him. 


I now made frequent viſits to Miſs 
Jones, and uſed to accompany her 
and the Duke in their evening walks, 
which ſeemed to be chiefly taken in 
order to amuſe his Royal Highneſs 
with her tumbling in the graſs. 

VOL. I, I No- 
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Nothing could be more indecent and 
unbecoming than this exerciſe, but 
it ſuited the Prince's taſte, and while 
ſhe was tumbling heels over head, 
and throwing herſelf into the moſt 
indecent poſtures, he uſed to laugh 
with a degree of violence that I 
never beheld either before or ſince, 
But all the charms and even the 
tumbling, all attractive as it was of 
this young lady, could not keep the 
heart of her royal lover, for it now 
began to wander towards myſelf, and 
his Highneſs took an opportunity of 
informing me, that Miſs Jones's vul- 
garity had quite diſguſted him, and 
accompanied the declaration with a 
propoſal to me to ſucced her in his 
affections and protection. 


An 


ANN SHELDON. 171 


An offer of this nature was calcu- 
lated in every inſtance to flatter my va- 
nity, but though my innocence was no 
more, my heart was not yet corrupt, 
and I was determined not only to 
refuſe the propoſition, but to inform 
my friend of the royal infidelity. I 
therefore, took an opportunity of 
aſking Miſs Jones concerning her 
lover, to whom ſhe declared the had 
no objection but one, which was, 
that there was ſome body in town 
whom ſhe liked better; this favour- 
ed perſon was one of the Kennedy's, 
famous for the murder of the watch- 
man on Meſtminſter bridge, but ſtill 
more famous for the very ſingular 
intereſt employed to ſave them from - 
the ſentence which had been adjudg- 
ed by the laws of their country,— 
Indeed, ſhe did not heſitate to de- 

I 3 Clare, 
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clare, that if ſhe could not have oc- 
caſional communications with the 
object of her affections, ſhe was de- 
termined to leave her preſent ſitua- 
tion, and endeavour to obtain one 
which would give her the oppor- 
tunity ſhe ſo ardently defired. —In 
the courſe of her converſation, ſhe 
gave me the following ſketch of her 
hiſtory. | 


&« Her father and mother were hawk- 
ing pedlars, who ſold wooden ware 
and cabbage nets about the ſtreets, 
while Polly attended them with her 
moving ſhop of water-crefles, and 
common herbage. In this ſituati— 
on ſhe happened to attract the no- 
tice of Mrs. Mitchel, a well known 
inhabitant of King's-place. That 
good lady, hacknied in the arts of 

ſeduction, 
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ſeduction, attacked at the ſame mo- 
ment, the vanity of the girl, and 
the wants of her parents. In ſhort, 
Mrs. Mitchel wanted a ſervant ex? 
actly ſuch a ſervant as Polly and, 
perhaps, ſhe did not deviate from 
truth, when ſhe told the pedlar that 
the would take the ſame care of his 
child, as if it were her own.—So the 
poor girl was taken to Mrs. Mitchel's 
houſe, ſtripped naked, put into a 
large tub of water, when after hav- 
ing been cleanſed from the dirt and 
defilement of her late ſituation, the 
was handſomely cloathed, and at 
night conſigned to a defilement of 
another and more fatal ſpecies, in 
the arms of a gentleman, who glad- 
ened Mrs. Mitche/'s heart with the 
ſum which he gave her for the prize 
ſhe had ſo Juckily procured him.— 


I 3 Here 
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Here ſhe remained for ſome time, 
wen being at Vauxhall gardens, ſhe 
happened to captivate the Duke of 
Cumberland, who arranged the mat- 
ter with Mrs. Mz:tche/, by paying her 
about ſeventy pounds which ſhe ſaid 
Miſs ones owed her. The young 
lady was then taken home by his 
Royal Highneſs, where the declared, 
the had every reaſon to be contented, 
except her diſtance from the par- 
ticular object of her affections. 


Having heard her hiſtory, I im- 
mediately informed her of the pro- 
poſals which the Duke had made 
me.—At firſt ſhe rather heſitated in 
believing me, but on my reiterating 
the truth of my relation, ſhe de- 
clared the would be even with him; 
and while they were at ſupper, that 

very 
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very night, ſhe told his Royal High- 
neſs, that ſhe ſhould go to town the 0 
next day to meet a perſon the was 14 
very fond of, and on his remonſtrat- 1 
ing againſt ſuch ungrateful conduct, | 
ſhe told him, without any ceremony, - 
that he might turn about and mend 
it. So ſhe ordered the ſervant to get 
her a chaiſe immediately, and away 
ſhe went. 


r Ke 


Receive a Letter from Miſs Winckles of the 
arrival of my Father in the Downs.—Turn 

my thoughts towards Home—The treachery of 
Atrs. Wilſon in acquainting my Mother of my 
real Situation, which proved the means of her 
Deſtroying herſelf. —The Melancholy effect it 
had on my Father. Hy return to Town— 
Take a Houſe near Leiceſter Square, — The 
Conſequences reſulting therefrom,— 


I a few days after I had loſt my 
friend Miſs Jones, I received a 
letter from Miſs Winckles, acquainting ' 
me, that my father was arrived in 
the Downs, from the Weſt Indies, and 
that my mother wiſhed me to be at 
home 
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home a few days previous to his 
coming to town. Þ conſulted Mr. 
Walſingham-on this buſineſs, and it 
was agreed that I ſhould return home, 
for a few days, and then get leave of 
my father to return to my Berkfh:re 
ſituation. The next day, therefore, 
I returned to London, and, calling at 
the mantua maker's, was ſurprized 
to find my mother, who was come 
there in order to meet me, when it 
was agreed that I ſhould return home 
on the I ueſday following. In the 
mean time, Miſs Minctles having in- 
formed Mrs. Wilſon of all theſe cir- 
cumſtances, the latter declared her 
determination to make my father's 
houſe too hot to hold me, by inform- 
ing him of every circumſtance con- 
cerning me during his abſence; as 
ſhe was ſure if I once went home, 
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that ſhe ſhould loſe me for ever, and 
all the hopes ſhe ſtill continued to 
entertain of making an advantage of 
me. 


On Tueſday, however, I returned 
home according to my original in- 
tention, and was received by my 
father with the warmeſt affection: 
but my mother who went the pre- 
ceding day to fetch me, had 
not been. ſince heard of, and my 
father was in extreme anxiety and 
diſtreſs on the occaſion. Indeed, 
when all. his efforts to diſcover her 
proved fruitleſs, he took to his bed 
and I was very. apprehenſive, that tlie 
loſs of one parent would prove the 
loſs of the other. But in about ſix 
weeks, and after ſhe had been adver- 
tiſed in the papers with. a. large re- 

ward 
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ward for any tidings of her, and. 
when meſſengers had been ſent down 
in vain to Newcaſtle, where ſhe had 
many relations, her body was found 
in the river near Limehouſe Hole. — 
This melancholy event, as it after— 
wards appeared, was owing to Mrs. 
Iilſon. That infamous woman, fear- 
ful, if I returned home, that I ſhould 
remain there, and be no longer a 
ſource of gain to her, thought the real 
hiſtory of my ſituation and conduct | 
when communicated to my mother, | 
would baniſh me from my friends, | 
and throw me without any other 
hopes, upon a public life, when ſhe 
might, through Mr. Walfnghom and 
others, derive ſome »enetit from her | 
acquaintance with me. This ſavage : ' 
attempt, however, ſtruck directly [1 
the life of my unhappy mr) he 

1.6 received 
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received the intelligence without a 
reply, and bearing it about her for a 
few days, in ſilent ſadneſs, ſhe could 
find no relief but in death, and to 


that ſad refuge trom the ſtorms of 
fate, ſhe fled for ſhelter. 


My father was ſo affected at this 
melancholy circumſtance, that I 
thought he never would have re- 
covered. At length, however, he 
grew better, and engaged in another 
voyage to the Meſt Indies. On this 
occaſion he quitted houſe-keeping, 
placed my brother in the merchant 
ſervice, and left me with my younger 
fiſter, to go to my relations at the 
welt end of the town. But no ſooner 
was my father failed, than I placed 
my ſiſter at Sireatham in Surry, and 
returned to Mr. Walfingham; who, as 
3 the 


ANN SHELDON. 18 


the meeting of Parliament approach- 
ed, deſired me to procure a handſome 
lodging in town. For this purpoſe, 
I applied to Miſs Finckles my mantua- 
maker, and a Mr. Taylor of Leicefter- 
ſquare, happening at. that moment to 
be with her, he offered me a ready 
furniſhed houſe in his neighbour- 
hood, at four guineas a week; to 
this propoſal, on referring it to Mr. 
Walfingham, he deſired me to accede ; 
and I no ſooner took poſſeſſion of my | 
new manſion, than he deſired me to N 
enquire after ſome ſteady, prudent, [| 
genteel perſon as a companion, who 
might teach me marketing, and the 
oeconomy of houſe- keeping, &c. 


My mantua- maker was the friend 
to whom I applied in all my diffi- 
culties, and ſhe was ever ready to 


reheve 
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relieve me from them, and in this 
particular inſtance, recommended a 
Miſs Bradſhaw to me, as à perſon 
well acquainted with: the world, and 
profoundly {killed in the knowledge 
of elegant life. But her ideas of 
marketing, were very different from 
thoſe entertained by Mr. Walſingham, 
and: as for her. oeconomy of houſe- 
keeping, it began by putting me at 
once in the way of ſpending fix. 
times as much as he propoled to al- 
low me. She thought of nothing 
but plays, operas, and ridottas, and 
having perſuaded me to go to an 
entertainment of the latter deſcrip- 
tion at the opera houſe, —I was there 
joined by Sir Peter Leſter, who ac-- 
companied his addreffes to me, with 
offers of every thing that could 
gratify thoſe idle inclinations which 

were 
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were beginning to riſe in my boſom. 
The evening ended in his ſetting me 
down in his carriage, and obtaining 
permiſſion. to viſit: me the next day. 


The next morning arrived, and 
brought Sir Peter along with it;. 
whole viſit was rendered more graci- 
ous, by fine buckles, and beautiful 
china, with which he preſented me. 
Wine, alſo, was poured in upon me, 
and beſides all theſe various offerings, 
I received from his generous attach- 
ment, upwards of an hundred pounds 
during the firſt week of my acquaint- 
ance with the enamoured little 
knight. His carriage alſo, was at 
my ſervice, and, with no ſmall ſatis- 


faction, did. I enter it, for the firſt 


time, to preſent my figure in' its new 


and exalted ſtate to the gazers of 


Hyde 
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Hyde Par“. Here I was ſurrounded 
by Lord Barrymore, Sir Frank Sian- 
diſh, Sir Alexander Gilmour, Sir 
Thomas Gaſcoigne, Lord Edward Ben- 
zinch, and ſeveral other men of faſhion 
whom 1 did not know. High flown 
compliments, familiar flattery, pro- 
poſals for aſſignations, &c. &c. were 
poured forth in ſuch abundance, that 
I was glad to eſcape from the confu- 
ſion which ſuch an unexpected ſcene 
occaſioned. On my return home I 
found Sir Peter Leſter waiting to re— 
ceive me; and, as he was extremely 
liberal in his preſents, he was always 
a welcome gueſt : indeed, I made 
ſuch a conſtant uſe of his carriage, 
that every one ſuppoſed he had ac- 
tually preſented it to me. 


CHAP, 
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Commence Houſekeeping, aſſiſted by Miſs Brad- 
ſhaw, and Miſs Winkels, who were my Ad- 
vi ſers.—A laughable Anecdote of the latter. — 
My Acquaintance much extended among the 
faſhionable Circles, by whom I begin to be 


known, and am viſited. A curious Anecdote 


of Sir Peter Leſter. 


NOW began to feel a little the 
conſequence of my ſituation, and 
therefore hired a footman, and three 


women ſervants: Lord Barrymore was 


ſo obliging as to preſent me with an 
elegant ſilver- laced livery for the 
former, ſo that my eſtabliſhment was 
verging to ſomething of a ſuperior 
quality, I was now viſited by per- 

ſons 
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ſons of rank, wealth, and generolity ; 
ſo that while my vanity was ſupplied 
with every means of gratification, 
my little ſcrupulous heſitations, at 
taking advantage of the partiality of 


my admirers, began, with the aid of 


Miſs Brad/haw's friendly ſuggeſtions, 
to wear inſenſibly away: indeed, my 
ſpirits, to do them juſtice, very rea- 
dily conformed themſelves to the ex- 
travagant gaiety of that career upon 
which I had entered, and of which 
I am now become a diſtreſſing ex- 
ample. N 


The firſt inſtance, however, of that 
jovial, unreflecting conduct, which I 
afterwards continued to purſue, was 
at the expence of my good friend 
Miſs. Winckels, the mantua-maker, 
and was as follows: 


Lord: 


N 
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Lord Barrymore and Sir Peter Leſter 
having done me the honour toattend 
me to Foote's theatre, we were met 
there by Sir Frank Standiſh, and Sir 
Thomas Gaſcoigne, and after the 
play, the party adjourned to my houſe 
to ſupper. On my return home I 
found Miſs Winckels there, and, as 
the was of a gay, lively turn, I dee 
fired her to paſs the evening with us, 
and a very jovial one it was. Sir 
Peter Leſter had ſent me a quantity 
of very fine Madeira, and the gentle» 
men not only drank heartily of it 


themſelves, but plied poor Mifs Minc- 


kels ſo copiouſly with the enchanting 
liquor, that ſhe, at length, fell under 
the table. It was then propoſed that 
a clothes bafket ſhould be procured, 
and that the intoxicated lady ſhould 
be carried in it to her own houſe— 


the 
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the baſket, therefore, was ſoon pre- 
pared, and when the ſnoring mantua- 
maker was properly depoſited in it, a 
couple of chairmen were ordered to 
convey her home in that vehicle. 
This order was readily obeyed; and 
we ſaw her depart with that loud 
laughter which might be ſuppoſed 
to accompany ſuch a contrivance— 
but this was not all—Miſs Fmnckels 
was on the point of being married, 
and her intended bridegroom was 1m- 
patiently waiting her return, when 
the chairmen arrived with their load: 
they announced a package from me, 
and when the baſket was placed on 
the floor, nothing could equal the 
diſappointed lover's conſternation on 
beholding its contents, and the con- 
dition of them—however, he col- 


lected himſelf ſufficiently to thank 
the 
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the bearers for their care, and, taking 
the unconſcious fair one upon his 
back, he carried her up ſtairs to her 
chamber. The chairmen ſoon re- 
turned to add to our mirth by an 
account of their embaſſy, and to re- 
ceive a reward for their trouble, far 
ſuperior to any they ever obtained 
for bearing a lady of quality, in all 
the ſober ſplendor of dreſs, to a royal 
birth-day. 


But poor Miſs Mincfels was not the 
only one of the party whom ridicule 
had marked for a victim: during 
ſupper Sir Frank Standiſh had taken 
Miſs Bradſhaw afide, and engaged 
himſelf to drink tea with me the 
following day ; when, about half an 
hour previous to the time appointed, 
Sir Peter Lefter made his appearance, 


11 
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in order to communicate to me a 
matter of ſome importance to him- 
ſelf—after a pretty deal of awkward 
preamble, he informed me, that he 
had kept a lady, for ſome time, by 
whom he had a child, and on whom 
he had made a ſettlement ; but that, 
as ſhe was of a very jealous temper, 
he was apprehenſive, if ſhe ſhould 
diſcover his frequent viſits to me, 
that ſhe would certainly follow him, 
and become very troubleſome to us 
both; he therefore requeſted, if ever 
ſhe ſhould come to my door, that I 
would order it to be ſhut againſt her. 
At this moment, a thundering rap 
ſtruck home on the Baronet's fears: 
he thought the lady in queſtion was 
come after him; and, without a mo- 
mentary heſitation, crept under a 
large ſofa, where he hoped to be 

2 | {ecure 
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ſecure from her vengeance. Howes 
ver, inſtead of a lady, in bounced a 
lively, well-dreſſed gentleman ; and 
that gentleman was Sir Fank Standiſh, 
who came in conſequence of his ap- 
pointment. He immediately threw 
himſelf upon the ſofa, and inſiſted 
on my fitting down beſide him: this 
littlearrangement being made, though 
with ſomeviolence, he began to make 
very ſerious propoſals about taking 
me under his ſole protection. He 
ſaid it was in his power to make as 
good a ſettlement as Sir Peter Leſter, 
and that it was a burning ſhame for 
ſuch a fine girl as I was to be facri- 
ficed to ſuch an old, ſhrivelled, car- 
buncled, ſkinny, herring-gutted fel- 
low like him. Thus he went on 
praiſing me and abuſing the poor 
knight, who lay in durance vile be- 

neath 
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neath the ſofa, and had more reaſons 
to ſweat and fret than I ſhall think 
proper to mention. But what could 
JI do?—Sir Frank was violent, and I 
refiſted—we quarrelled, and almoſt 
fought—nay, ſuch was the ſtruggle, 
that I was more than once afraid the 
ſofa would give way, and poor Sir 
Peter receive the additional misfor- 
tune of being cruſhed by the weight 
which ſuch a circumſtance muſt have 
let down upon him. At length, 
however, Sir Frank threw his purſe 
into my lap, and took his leave. 


Sir Peter now crept forth from his 
retreat, where he had lain, in filth 
and miſery, for near three hours; 
and what with duſt, dirt, and heat, 
exhibitedas wretched and melancholy 
an appearance as I ever remembered 
to 


ANN SHELDON. 193 


to have ſeen on any occaſion, He 
contented himſelf, however, for the 
preſent, with a little eaſy abuſe of 
Sir Frank Standiſh, and making me 
promiſe never to mention the circum- 
ſtance to any human being, leſt he 
ſhould become the laughing ſtock, 
not only of his own acquaintance, 
but of half the town: this, indeed, 
would moſt aſſuredly have been the 
caſe, if the hiſtory had been divulged, 
and told in all the aggravating cir- 
cumſtances of which it was capable. 
The little knight, however, was ſo 


conſiderate as to throw all blame 


from me on the occaſion; on the 
contrary, he aſſured me that he ſhould 
continue his viſits as uſual, and that 
the next day he ſhould have the 
pleaſure of ſeeing me again, He 

VOL, I. K then 
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then withdrew, and left me at leiſure 
to reflect on what had paſſed, and 
to laugh myſelf almoſt into hyſterics 
at a ſcene, which has not a parallel 


in all the variety of our ſtage, 


CHAP, 
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An Amour with Col. Stewart Murray, — Mr. 
Walſingham begins to ſuſpe& my Chaſtity— 
The natural Conſequences that followed—Takes 
me to Sir William Meredith's, at Chelſea— 
Walk Home next Morning, and am met by 
Lord Dumfries, Sir Charles Farnaby, Capt. 
Scawen, and Capt. Brudenel, in the Park, 
who accompany me to Spring-Garden Gate,— 


Reſult of Col. Stewart Murray's Anour, &c, 


HILE my good friend Sir Pete, 

is recovering from his mortifi- 
cation, I mult preſent a new perſonage 
to my readers, who announced him 
ſelf in a manner that may juſtify 
expectation; but whether he fulfils 
it or not, the ſucceeding pages will 
K 2 qualify 
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qualify them to determine. This 
gentleman was Colonel Stewart Mur- 
ray, from whom I received the fol- 
lowing morning a very ardent letter, 
breathing nought but love and admi- 
ration, and containing, what was in 
fact ſuperior to either, a ſmall piece 
of bank paper, value twenty pounds. 
In ſhort, the Colonel intreated me 
to ſend word by the bearer of his 
letter when I would honour him 
with an aſſignation; and this perſon, 
who was an intelligent man in his 
way, aſſuring me that Colonel Mu- 
ray was, In every ſenſe of the word, 
a gentleman, and a man of honour, 
and Miſs Bradſhaw ſuggeſting to me 
that I might, perhaps, get a new fa- 
ſhionable carriage, &c. &c. out of 
him, I conſented to meet. him that 
evening, about fix o'clock, at Mr. 
Carter's, 


% 
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Carter's, in Bow-ſtreet, Coveni- Gar- 
den. 


Accordingly I went at the appointed 
time, and found the gentleman wait— 
ing for me. He was in raptures, 
and as I thought, on the moment of 
laying thouſands at my feet—but it 
all ended in a propoſal of keeping me 
in his own houſe, and allowing me 
two hundred pounds a year. My 
notions had already got to be too ex- 
travagant for me not to treat ſuch a 
propoſal as a matter infinitely be- 
neath me ;—however, I conſented to 
give him an occaſional meeting, aud 
he preſented me with a very elegant 
pocket book ; it was faſtened by a 
gold lock of which he had left the 
key at home, ſo that I was for the 
preſent prevented from taking a fly 


K 3 peep 


198 MEMOIRS OF 


peep at the contents of it. At this 
moment my ſervant arrived with an 
a&ount that Captain /Falſingham 
was at my houſe, and had declared 
I11s reſolution not to quit it till he 
had ſcen me.—Accordingly I took 
my leave of Colonel Murray, and 
made the beſt of my way home.— 
On my arrival J found the Captain 
not in the beſt humour in the world; 
-I ſuppoſe, madam, ſaid he, you 
mean to engroſs the whole Houſe of 
Commons, for here have been ſix of 
ats members within this hour at your 
door, and ] have taken care that their 
names ſhould be written on the ſlate 
for your inſpection and ſatisfaction, 
However, full dreſſed as you are you 
will receive no more viſitors this 
evening, and I would adviſe you to 
prepare yourſelf to ſleep in the coun- 


try 
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try.—He ſaid Sir William Meredith 
would call as ſoon as the houſe was 
up, and take us in his carriage to 
his villa at Chelſea. As for any more 
viſitors I had already taken care to 
prevent their appearance, by order- 
ing the ſervant to patrole before the 
door and keep off any who might at- 
tempt to approach it. In ſhort, Mr. 
IValfagham was diſpoſed to be very 
grumbling, and let looſe all his ſuſ- 
picions againſt Miſs Bradſhaw, which 
rather tended to encreaſe by my 
warm juſtification of her. 


At length Sir William Meredith ar- 
rived and took us along with him to 
Chelſea. After ſupper Mr. JValfng- 
ham began to talk very ſeriouſly to 
me; he did not at all underſtand the 
manner in which I proceeded, and 

K 4 that 
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that I muſt cither ſee a great deal of 
company to ſupport my extravagance, 
or be extremely in debt. I poſitively 
denied both the one and the other, 
Well, {aid he, be that as it may, I ſhall 
for the future keep a very cloſe watch 
over you. He then gave me a purſe 
with about thirty guineas in it, and 
concluded his folemn remonſtrance. 
On his retiring for a ſhort time in- 
to the with-drawing room, Colonel 
Murray's pocket book happened to 
occur, and as my curiofity was not 
diſpoſed to wait for the key of it, I 
broke 1t open, and with no ſmall 
ſatisfaction diſcovered the contents 
to be a twenty and a thirty pound 
nate, and a memorandum of parlia— 
mentary buſineſs. I certainly did 
not communicate this circumſtance 
to Mr. J/alingham, whoſe jealouſy 

ſeemed 
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ſeemed to be already awakened, and 
it ſurely was not my intereſt to do 
any thing wantonly to encreaſe it.— 
At Chelſea, however, I remained but 
one night, and the following morn— 
ing as it was remarxably fine, I 
walked through the Park in my way 
home. There I was joined by Lord 
Dumfries, Sir Charles Farnaby, and 
Captain Scawen, and afterwards by 
Mr. George Brudenel, who paid me 
great attention, and requeſted my 
permiſſion, in the moſt earneſt man- 
ner, to wait upon me.—I mention 
this circumſtance now, as the gentle- 
man will himſelf be noticed in a 
more particular manner hereafter. 


I took leave of my eſcort at Spring 
Garden Gate, and on my return home, 


1 found a billet doux from Colonel 
K 5 Murray, 
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Murray, repeating his former pro- 
poſals, and requeſting to know if I 
would accept of them, but not a 
word was mentioned of the pocket 
book or its contents; I wrote an im- 
mediate anſwer, which was perfectly 
deciſive as to the inadequacy of his 
propoſed allowance, and the impoſ- 
ſibility on that account, of my ac- 
cepting the offers he did me the ho- 
nour to make, 


This little buſineſs being diſpatch- 
ed, I produced my pocket book, and 
diſcovered its contents to my two ex- 
cellent friends and ſage adviſers, 
Miſs Winckles and Miſs Bradſhaw, 
and not being certain that on giving 
me the pocket book, the Colonel re- 
collected what it contained, I had 
ſome ſcruples about making any ap- 

plication 
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plication of the Bank notes, with- 
out firſt acquainting him of my 
doubts on the ſubject; in ſhort, with 
great ſimplicity and ſincerity, I aſked 
theſe well-informed women, what it 
became me to do in the affair: what 
it becomes you to do? ſaid they, 
burſting at the ſame moment into 
a loud fit of laughter, Why, 
change the notes into caſh at once, 
to be ſure, and lay out the money.” 
A coach, therefore, was immediately 
called, and a trifling application to a 
ſilver-ſmith's ſhop, and a linen- 
draper's warehouſe, ſoon eaſed me of 
my own ſcruples and the Colonel's 
notes; indeed, I had flattered myſelf, 
that the generous ſpirit which had 
preſented me with thoſe intereſting 
pieces of paper, had made me hearti- 
ly welcome to them. 


K 6 But 
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But I had reckoned too much on 
the good Colonel's kind intentions to- 
wards me; for in the afternoon, the 
perſon who brought his firſt meſſage 
to me, now brought another of a 
very different kind. He preſented 
the key of the pocket book to me, 
with a requeſt that I would return 
him the contents of it, which he 
was ſo obliging as to inform me con- 
ſiſted of two bank notes, to the 
amount of fifty pounds, My anſwer 
to this unlucky meſſage was nothing 
more, than that if there had been 
fifty notes of the ſame value, I could 
eaſily have diſpenſed with them, and 
if the Colonel wiſhed to be further 
ſatisfied on the ſubject, he would 
do well to call himtelf. This favour 
my gallant and generous ſoldier was 
ſo obliging as to confer on me that 

very 
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very afternoon, when he informed 
me, that he really did not mean to 
preſent me with the notes in queſtion, 
and therefore entreated me to return 
them to him. Ah ! my dear Colonel, 
ſaid I, —there they are, - pointing to 
a basket which contained the things 
they had purchaſed, —and fifty pounds 


more will be neceſſary to complete 


the little arrangement they have be- 


gun. This reply enraged the diſap— 
pointed Colonel to ſuch a degree, 
that his uſual moderation forſook 
him, and he treated me with a 


ſpecimen of as rough language, as 


ever I remember to have heard. —He 


frequently called me a jilt, and ſome 
other names which I ſhall not repeat. 


On finding, however, that his bank 
notes were irrecoverable, he was de- 
termined at leaſt not to loſe his 


Par- 


— — — — 


9. * 
— 
ww „ —— — * — — 
* 


> — —— els. = 
4 - : _ - — * - 
— - 33 = wy -y N 2 — 
2 a — cout; « 1 n — 


—— ——ↄ 
— = 


- A — 


— 


——— —ꝛ .z—öÜöͤĩ 2 = FAIL 
on _— ” * . 
— — 1 1 2 2 . — 

— — 


- — — 
r 
Se 


* "- — .cx- 
þ I hs — — 


206 MEMOIRS OP 


Parliamentary memorandums which 
had accompanied them, and demand- 
ed its reſtoration. I did not, to ſay 
the truth, quite like the peremptory 
manner in which he addrefled me, 
and I was on the moment of refuſing 
to return him even the paper in 
queſtion ; but after checking his im- 
pertinence by an haughty look or 
two, I told him, that as his country 
was concerned in the important con- 
tents of this political tranſcript, I 
ſhould reſtore it to him, which I ac- 
cordingly did in a manner that added 
not to the meaſure of his content= 
ment, for he went away full of 
grumble and menace, 


CHAP, 
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Recital of Col. Murray's Amour to Sir F. 
Standiſh, Sir Thomas Gaſcoigne, and Sir I. 
Dundas the Mirth it occaſioned. ——T he 
Party diſperſed by the Arrival of Sir Peter 
Leſter, who came loaded with Preſents. Pre- 
valled upon by him to fit for my Picture to Sir 
TFoſhna Reynolds. Curious Scene at Vauxhall, 
in Company with Lord Edward Bentinckh, Sir 
Peter, and a large Party—Mr. Walſingham 


alarmed at my Entravagance—The Letters 
which paſJed in Conſequence. 


FAmuled myſelf for an hour after 

he was gone, with the recollection 
of his filly and fruitleſs embaſly, 
and I afforded no ſmall entertainment 
by the recital of the Colonel's viſit, 


&c. 
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&c. to Sir Frank Standiſh, Sir Thomas 
Gaſcorgne, and Sir Lawrence Dundas, | 


te 
who formed a viſiting group that Þ 
evening in my With-drawing-room. Þ 


There they ſat laughing at the, poor | 
Colonel, and amuſing themſelves . 
with my reiterated accounts of him 
and his gallantry; when the arrival Þ 
of Sir Peter Leſter at once diſperſed | 
my little circle. The amorous | 1 
Baronet came with a pretent of pins 
for my har, and pictures for my 
drawing-room ; and alſo to requeſt 
that I would accompany him the fol- 
lowing evening on a party to YVaux- 
hall. I accepted, as may be ſup- 
poſed, very readily, both the preſents 
and the invitation. But this was not 
all—Sir Peter was obliged in a ſhort 
time to go into the country, and as 
it was not within the compaſs of 
com- 
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common arrangement fer me to at- 
tend him there, his paſſion had no 


other means uf conſolation when he 


5 
* 


was ſeparated from me, but by the 


= 5 
e 
4 das” 4 


pofleſſion of my picture, which he 
determined ſhould proceed from the 
pencil of Sir Ye, Reynolds, 


To feed a flame which was ſo 
beneficial to me, was both my 1n- 
tereſt and my inclination. I molt 
willingly conſented to attend the 
painter on this occaſion. But while 
my vanity was flattered by all theſe 
generous aſſiduities, I began to ap- 
prehend that Sir Peter's departure for 
the country might clip the wings of 
it, by taking his carriage along with 
him. This little alarm was very 
ſoon communicated to my Privy 


Counſellors in ordinary, Miſs Brad- 
Shaw, 
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ſhaw, and Miſs WVincke!s, who kindly Þ 
conſoled me, by treating it with the] 
utmoſt contempt.—** Oh, ſaid they, 


cc 


cc 


6c 


cc 


cc 


C6 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


the Knight is now too fond of 
you not to gratify you in any thing 
you may aſk of him. You have 
nothing to do therefore, but, when 
he comes again, to appear ex— 
tremely uneaſy, and to inform 
him, after much entreaty on his 
part, that your unhappineſs ariſes 
from the applications of your 
creditors, ſome of whom, you 
muſt tell him, threaten to trouble 


vou; “ö Aye,” ſaid Miſs Winc- 


kels, ** And Pl make my bill as long, 


cc 


Cc 


and demand my money as loudly 
as you pleaſe.” —Thus did we 


arrange the ſcene for the next morn- 
ing, and when Sir Peter came, it was 
acted to admiration, and crowned 


with 
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with ſucceſs. A draft of the good 
Knight's on Mr. Child the banker, 
for two hundred pounds, was the 
agreeable concluſion of the buſineſs. 
] was not dilatory in getting the 
money, and engaging a carriage for 
the time when Sir Pezer Leſter pro- 
poled to leave town. 


In the evening, he took me to 
Vauxhall, where we were joined by 
Lord Edward Bentinch, Mr. Charles 
Townley, his brother Mr. Edward ' 


Standiſh, with ſeveral others whom 


I did not know, nor. was I the only 
lady of the party.—After ſauntering 
as uſual for an hour or two, we fat 
down to ſupper, where all that the 
place afforded was ſerved in pro- 
fuſion. Among the reſt of the com- 
pany, there was a gentleman whom 


I did 
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I did not then know, and whofe 
name I have nnce forgotten, but who 
was dreſſed as if he was made to lay 
in a band- box; he happened to fit 
next to me, and was ſo good as to 
make me an object of his coxcomical 
attentions; and for which, I am 
afraid it will be thought, I made a 
very ungrateful return; for a Mis 
Hudſon, now Mrs. Tempeſt, having 
thrown a piece of bread into my 
glaſs of Champaign, unobſerved by 
me, it ſtuck in my throat, and my 
eftorts to get it back were ſo power- 
ful, that they brought a very hearty 
ſupper along with it, and the whole 
contents of my ſtomach were diſ- 
charged on the filk cloaths of my 
macaroni neighbour. His diſtreſs, 
however, inſtead of pity, produced 
ſuch repeated peals of laughter, 

which 
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which combined with the other cir— 
cumſtances of this unpleaſant ac- 
cident, made 1t abſolutely neceflary 
for him to retreat. The whole com- 
pany ſoon followed his example, and 


Sir Peter was ſo good as to conduct 
me to my own door, 


The next day I was favoured with 
a fitting from Sir Joſhua Reynolds; 
but I was extremely mortified when 
Miſs Bradſhaw informed me, on my 
return home, that, during my 
abſence, among other viſitors, Mr, 
George Brudenel had been at my door, 
whom ſhe repreſented as juſt come of 
age and extremely rich ; in ſhort, 
juſt ſuch a character as ſuited my 
immediate diſpoſitions. Though I 
had, ſometimes, almoſt forgotten 


Mr. Waljingham, he was not quite ſo 
I for- 
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forgetful of me, and this very day I 
received the following epiſtle from 
him. 


cc 
(e 


66 


£6 
cc 
60 
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te 


&«& Dear Nancy, 


I am going out of town to the 
Earl of Shel/burne's for a few days, 
finding myſelf not very well, and 
have incloſed you fifty pounds, 


e could with you would put 
that woman out of the houſe, as I 
think ſhe does you no good, and 
retract a little from your extrava- 
gance. I think you had better, as 
you have coats and hats for your 
chairmen, only have them now 
and then, as you ſhould want 
them, and not keep them in full 
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e pay. I hope, when I return, 
& to ſettle you in a more retired 
„ life. 


« Your's &c. 


B. W.“ 


To this letter, I ſent the follow- 
ing anſwer : 


4 SIR, 


As to the retracting from any 


of my expences, I cannot think 


of it, as I every day ſee ladics 
„much more expenſive than my- 
« ſelf, As to my chairmen, I can- 
% not do without them, for the 
© meſſages would come to more 
« than their wages, the footman 
«© having work enough to do to an- 

« ſwer 


\ 0d 
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„ ſwer the door;—and as to my 
« companion, I cannot do without 
« her, for it is impoſſible for me to 
« oo to any public place without 
„ ſuch a perſon; and as for my 
« ſtaying conſtantly at home, that 
vill not at all ſuit my inclination.” 


“ Your's, &c. 
A; 8. 


Thus did I treat Mr. Wal fing ham's 
agreeable billet-doux, for 1o nettled 
was I at its dictatorial impertinence, 
that I could not be ſoothed into com- 
mon patience by the fifty pounds 
which accompanied it. | 
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Excurſion with Sir G. Metham and Lady to Fut- 
ton, On our return agreed to go to Ranelagh. 
Met Mr. Walfingham there with Lord G. 
Germain and Mr. Sheldon. — Taken from 
thence by a Stratagem of Mr. Walſingham's,— 
A Battle the Conſequence in the Coach going 
Home, and for once the noble Captain ſubdued, 


N the very day after, Sir George 

Metham and the lady who lived 
with him, called at my houſe to in- 
vite me on a party with them out of 
town, which obliging invitation I 
very readily accepted; and as the 
knight's poſt chariot was not large 
enough to hold us with convenience, 
VOL I. L ] or- 
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I ordered the coach which I had 
hired. Miſs //iakels was deſired to 
accompany us, and as we were not 
enough already,. Sir George 1ntro- 
duced no leſs than five of his dogs 
into the carriage, and away we went 
to Sutton, in Surrey, where we were 
to take our chance of getting a bit 
of dinner with an old woman who 


had been Lady Metham's nurſe. 


After having regalcd ourſelves in 
her neat little cottage, and played a 
number of boyiſh and girliſh pranks— 
which it would only pleaſe boys and 
girls to relate we returned to town; 
when it was agreed that we ſhould 
conclude the day by a viſit to Rane- 
lagh. Accordingly I returned home, 


drefied myſelf in the utmoſt ele- 


gance, and attended Sir George Me- 
tham 
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ham and his lady to our evening's 
amuſement. We had no ſooner en- 
tered the Rotunda than we met Mr. 
 JValfingham, Lord George Germain, 
and Mr. Sheldon. The former no 
ſooner ſaw me than he came up, 
and, after ſaying a great many hand- 
ſome things upon my good looks, 
&c. he defired me to take a turn in 
the garden with him, as he had 
ſomething very particular to com- 
municate to me. At that moment 
I could have preferred a ſi milar pro- 
poſal from Mr. Sheldon, but as it 
was, I conſented to retire, and, as 
Sir George had joined Sir Francis 
Delaval, Lady Metham accompanied 
me into the garden, where Mr. Wal- 
ſingham was waiting to receive me. 
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He began the converſation by aſk- 
ing me if 1 was ſerious in the anſwer 
which I had written to his letter, 
and, being aſſured that I never was 
in a more ſerious humour in my life 
than when I wrote it,—** My dear 
girl,“ ſaid he, after the death of my 
mother-in-law, I ſhall have a very 
large fortune, and then if four or 
five hundred a year will ſatisfy your 
wiſhes, I will ſettle it upon you, 
and do every thing beſides that 1s in 
my power to make you happy.”—1 
obſerved, without heſitation, that 
the lady who was with me had ſeven 
hundred a year ſettled upon her, and 
that I was very well informed it was 
in his power to do the ſame by me, 
if his inclination was equal to his 
capacity,—This little hint of mine 
ſeemed to hurt him very much, and 
he 
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he left us for a ſhort time, to take 
a few agitated turns by himſelf.— 
On joining us again, he aſked me if 
I went home with Sir George Metham 
and his lady. I replied in the nega- 
tive, as they had ordered their cha- 
riot to come for them, and that I 
ſhould return home in my own.— 


And are you fo mad, ſaid he, as to 


have a carriage lt is even ſo, was 
my anſwer, and a very handſome 
one it is.— Well, replied he, hand- 
ſome or not, I ſuppoſe it will be my 
lot to pay for it. To that I aſſured 
him, there could be no objection on 
my part; and thus we continued a 
little ſparring converſation, which 


ended in his promiſing to ſee me 


home. | | 


L 3 We 
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We now returned into the room, 
and had ſcarce made a circuit there, 
when he declared his impatience to 
go and fee the coach, and propoſed 
our taking a little turn in it and 
coming back. To this I unwarily 
conſented; for the moment e were 
ſeated in the carriage, he told the 
coachman to drive to my houſe; [ 
vociferated a contrary order, and a 
very curious ſcene of confuſion en— 
fued ; for while J was endeavouring 
to get out of the carriage, he ſeized 
my head, as he elegantly expreſſed 
himſelf, to unrig it, which he did 
moſt effectually by forcibly taking 
every ornament from off it. In re— 
turn I applied my nails to his face, 
and we were both of us very ſoon in 
a condition by no means calculated 
to offer ourſelves to public obſer- 
vation. 
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vation. In ſhort, we were not in a 
ſituation to go any where but to my 
houfe, and thither we returned, as 
may be, ſuppoſed, not in the beſt 
humour with cach other. 


When I had a full view of the 
noble Captain's appearance, I vas 
almoſt ſhocked at the outrage I had 
committed on his manly face, and 
haſtened to bathe the bleeding 
wounds which I had planted there. 
Reſentment could now be of no 
avail, and though he threatened, and 
I laughed at his menaces, we ſat 
down quietly to ſupper, and after a 
httle mutual grumbling, as quietly 
went to bed. —The next morning he 
found himſelf in ſuch condition that 
he dared not venture home, ſo he 
went to Sir Hilliam Meredith's houſe 

L 4 at 
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at Chelſea, where he contrived by | 
ſome excuſe or other, to remain 
without ſuſpicion, till his disfigure- 
ments were diſſipated. 2 
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EJ 07 9D XV. 


The handſome Manner in which Sir Peter Leſter 
takes his Leave of Abſence for a few Months 
Amour with Mr. G. Brudenell—An Excurffon 


on the Water Another Ducking Scene Spend 


the Evening at Mrs. Hayes's, King's Place 
A PFortune-telling Scene there Form an Ac-— 
quaintance with Miſs Harvey, who undertakes 
to introduce me to Lord Maſham. 


THE following morning Sir Peter 

Leſter waited upon me to an- 
nounce his immediate departure into 
the country. The generous little 
knight made me a very noble preſent, 
and gave me an order on his banker 
for twenty pounds a month during 


L 5 his 


226 MEMOIRS OP 


his abſence, which I was happy to 
receive, as I thought that it would 
{ſerve at leaſt to keep my wheels in 
motion. 


In the afternoon I received a viſit 
from Mr. Brudenell, who wiſhed very 
much to have ſtayed with me at my 
own houſe; but to this propoſal 1 
would by no means conſent; for 
though I had bickered a little with 
Mr. IValfingham of late, and was not 
very ſcrupulous as to my fidelity to- 
wards him, yet I had a fanciful punc- 
tilio about ſuffering any one to remain 
four and twenty hours with me in 
the houſe whoſe rent he paid—Bru- 
denell, therefore, ordered a chaile, 
and we went for an hour or two to 
the Star and Garter at Richmond, At 
night we returned to town ; and, as 


I would 
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I would not take him to my own 
houſe, he took me to the well known. 


pavilion of Mrs. Charlotte Hayes, in 


King's-Place. Here we found Sir 


Pennifion Lamb, whom ] ſhall, in fu- 


ture call Lord Melburne, with Miſs 


Dubourg, Miſs Harriet Lamb, Miſs 
Hudſau, Miſs Hayward, and ſeveral 
others, who were amuſing them- 
ſelves with telling fortunes with 
cards—an employment which, from 
the continual agitations of hope and 
fear, fills up, I believe univerſally, 
the unoccupied intervals of meretri- 
cious life. We joined this pleaſant 


company ; but though I had, at the 


very moment, ſome of the lace with 
which Lord Melburne had preſented 
me, in my head-dreſs, no look of re- 
cognition eſcaped either the one or 
the other. | 

L 6 Quitting 
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Quitting the room for a moment 
with Miſs Hudſon, as we crofled the 
paſſage, Iſaw an old, feeble figure of 
a man creep out of his carriage, and 
with no ſmall difficulty did he reach 
a back parlour. Such an old, debi- 
litated ſhape, coming for pleaſure to 
a brothel, ſtruck ſo forcibly upon my 
fancy, that I was ready to fall from 
laughter, when Miſs Hudſon told me 
thatit was no leſs a perſon than Lord 


Maſham, a nobleman of large for- 


tune, and whoſe deſires, fortunately 
or women of a certain claſs, though 
they had outlived the power of grati- 
fication, ſtill prompted him to be 
generous for what he could not ob- 


tain. My tittering humour, how- 


ever, when once ſet afloat, was not 
eaſily made to ſubſide; and I carried 
back to the company all the merry 

diſpo- 
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diſpofitions which had been ſuggeſted 
by this antedeluvian ſatyr; but while 
he had engaged ſo much of my at- 
tention, I had not eſcaped his Lord- 
ſhip's very particular notice; and 
Mrs. Hayes called me aſide to inform 
me of this circumſtance—to tell me 
how enamoured the noble letcher was 
of me, and to aſſure me how profitable 
to iy ſelf I might make my acquamn- 
tance with him : accordingly, I pro- 
miſed to arrange ſome future aſſigna- 


tion with his Lordſhip at her houſe. 


The next day Mr. Brudenel! hired 
a pleaſure barge; and, accompanied 


with Captain O'Hara and Miſs Hud- 


ſon, we made a little voyage up the 


Thames. But this day produced little 
or no ſatisfaction, for theſe' two good 
people were in one eternal jar and 

I dit- 
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diſpute: ſometimes they only ſnarled 
at each other—then they would rife 
into all the violence of animoſity— 
and at length they fought, when 
poor Miſs Hudjon fell into the river, 
and Mr. O' Hara did not ſeem at all 
auxious to preſerve her from drown- 
ing: indeed, it was with no little 
difficulty that ſhe was got into the 
boat, where ſhe fat a miſerable drip- 
ping figure, refuſing to go on ſhore 
to procure dry clothes, and indulging 
'that ſullenneſs of temper, which 1s 
ſo very diſagreeable to all who wit- 
neſs it, and 1s ſo particularly grievous 
to thoſe who are ſo untortunate as to 


be ſubject to it. 


On our arrival in town we went to 
Mrs. Hayes's; and, when Miſs Hud- 


ſon had changed her clothes, we all 
adjourned 
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adjourned to the Star and Garter in 
Pall- Mall, where we enjoyed all the 
pleaſure of convivial feſtivity. 


A Miſs Harvey, and one of the 
covey belonging to Mrs. Hayes, were 
of the party; ſhe is ſince better known 
by the name of Mrs. Beſcatwen, and 
was one of the moſt agreeable women 
I ever knew—this lady, when we 
retired after ſupper from the gentle- 
men, gave me a little hiſtory of the 
intriguing world ; and, informing me 
of Lord Mzſham's partiality to me, 
advited me, in the ſtrongeſt terms, to 
encourage his addrefles, and turn 
them to my advantage. 


CHAP, 


232 MEMOIRS OF 


"IS - ew. $49 XVI. 


Mr. Brudenell receives Orders to join his Regi- 
ment— Am rallied by Lord Melburne on the 
Loſs of my Lover Introduces me io the Duke 
of Leinſter, Mr. Edward Foley, Mr. John 
Wynn, Mr. C. Dillon, and Mr. R. Sheldon, 
the viry Man for whom I had conceived a Par- 
tiality while at Brompton Return Home, and 
take Miſs Harvey with me, who reforms my 
Ftabliſhment,—and introduces me ta Lord 
Aaſham. 


II may be remembered, perhaps, 


that I mentioned, in a former part 
of this work, how much I was ſtruck 
with the figure and appearance of 
Mr. Ralph Sheldon, when I acciden- 
tally ſaw him at Brompton. The idea 


of him ſtill remained with me; and, 


when 
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when any thing like a ſymptom of 
preference affected my mind, his 
form preſented itſelf to my remem- 
brance. It gave me, therefore, no 
ſmall pleaſure when I found that his 
viſits to Mrs. Hayes were very fre- 
quent; where, as well as every where 
elſe, according to Miſs Harvey's ac- 
count, the ladies were all enamoured 
of hun. 


The next day Mr. Brudenell re- 
ceived a letter from Colonel Manners, 
of Waldgrave's Dragoons, requiring 
him to repair immediately to his 
corps. This circumſtance gave him 
very great ueaſineſs, and he wiſhed 
me extremely to accompany him to 
quarters—but that was impoſſible 
ſo we parted with mutual regret, as 
he was not yet ſatiated with my per- 

ſon, 
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ſon, nor was I tired of his generotity, 
which, indeed, had bordered upon 
protuſion. I now went to my houle, 
and took Miſs Harvey with me; but, 
on the ſuggeſtions of that lady, and 
influenced, perhaps, by ſome ſecret 
incl:nations of my own, I returned to 
Mrs. Hayes, at whoſe houſe I found, 
as uſual, the fond Lord Melburne, 
and his favourite Harriet. After ral- 
lying me for ſome time on the lots 
of my lover, I intreated his Lord- 
ſhip's intereſt to procure me another, 
which he very kindly undertook, 


aſſuring me that he would find me 


one to my ſatisfaction. Accordingly 
he hurried away to the Cocoa Tree, 
and ſoon brought back with him the 
Duke of Leinſter, Mr. Edward Foley, 
Mr. John Wynn, Charles Dillon, and 
—the very man I ſo much wiſhed to 
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ſee—Mr. Ralph Aan. That gen— 
tleman immedin ly addrefled his 
particular attention to me; but, tho' 
he had fome knowledge of my face, 
did not recolle& where he had firſt 
ſcen me. Among other little gallant 
affiduities, he enquired, as I thought, 
with an intereſting curioſity, how I 
came into that houſe; when I told 
him that I was under the protection 
of Mr. Walfngham, but that he was 
of ſuch an 1mperious and narrow 
diſpoſition as had determined me to 
quit my houle for a ſhort time, and 
live with Mrs. Hayes, more particu— 
larly as my debts were become fo 


conſiderable, that I was actually a- 


fraid to mention them to him. To 
all this account Mr. Sheldon paid a 
very handſome attention, but made 
no motion of any kind towards re- 

lieving 
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lieving me from the embarraſiments 
I had defcribed. The gentlemen 
ſtaid about two hours, and then de- 
parted. 


The next day I returned home, 
and took Miſs Harvey with me. As 
I now, from Mr. Brudenell's genero- 
ſity, &c. &c. was in poſſeſſion of a 
large ſum of money, I was determined 
to pay all my debts, or, at leaſt, to 
apply what money I had in diſcharge 
of them as far at it would go: I 
therefore ſent for my mantua-maker, 
and deſired her to go immediately and 
collect the bills from the different 
tradeſmen I employed this com. 
miſſion was very ſoon executed; and 
though the demands againſt me great- 
ly exceeded my expectations, I paid 
the whole, except about eighteen 

pounds, 
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pounds. This circumſtance gave me 
ſome uneaſineſs; and, on my expreſ- 
ſing a concern at not having diſ- 
charged every farthing of my debts, 
Miſs Wiucſtels was ſo obliging as to 
communicate to me, for the firſt 
time, the uſe of a pawnbroker ; and 
as I had valuables in plenty ſhe ſoon 
procured me the neceflary ſum, which 
| applied to diſcharge the only debt I 
then had in the world. 


But when we came to examine 
my expences the grofleſt impoſitions 
appeared 11 every part of them; and 
I found to my infinite vexation, that 
houſe-keeping was to the full as 
coſtly to me when I was abſent from 
home as when I was preſent. Miſs 
Harvey, who poſſeſſed a far greater 
ſhare of wordly knowledge than my- 
ſelf, 
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ſelf, looked into theſe things with 
great ſagacity, and offered to leave 
Mrs. Hayes and ſhare every kind of 
expence with me, 1f I would ſubmit 
to her diſcretionary directions. I aſ- 
ſented, with great readineſs, to her 
propoſal, and ſhe did not heſitate to 
inſiſt on an immediate reform of my 
eſtabliſhment.—Miſs Bradſhaw was 
diſmiſſed with the reſt, and my 
houſhold reduced to the cook-maid 
and the footman. We determined, 
however, to continue the carriage, 
but to keep the coachman at board 
wages, and not to ſuffer Bim to ap— 
proach the houſe but when he came 
for orders. Having thus arranged 
our new ſyſtem of ceconomy, of 
which there was ſome reaſon to be 
proud, we returned in the er2ning 
to our good friend Mrs. Hayes in or- 

der 
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der to procure the means of carrying 
it into execution. 


J was already engaged to meet 
Lord Maſham, and I found his Lord- 
ſhip waiting for me with all the 
amorous impatience of his years. I 
ſhall not attempt to repeat, for in- 
deed I do not remember, all the fine 
things he ſaid to me; he was, hows- 
ever, molt deſperately enamoured; 
and as a proof of it, he declared his 
readineſs to ſettle eight hundred 
pounds a year upon me, which was 
the ſame income he had beſtowed on 
a lady who had formerly lived with 
him, if I would enter into a ſimilar 
ſituation, and conduct myſelf in a 
manner agreeable to his wiſhes. We 
paſſed the beſt part of the night in 
arranging the buſineſs of this ſettle- 

ment. 
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ment. At length, however, the 
doting old peer departed, after hav- 
ing preſented me a note of twenty 


pounds and engaged me to meet him 
the next evening, when he promiſed 


to bring me a pair of diamond ear- 
rings. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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